Weston Colville Parish Council

Dear Resident
Increased Risk of Flooding – Weston Colville
The Parish Council believes it has a responsibility to make residents aware of the risk of flooding in the village and what you can all do to reduce it. As yet another record-breaking summer ends, it is clear that climate change has increased the risk of large, localised downpours. We want to avoid a repeat of the event of June 2016, when many parts of the village flooded including several houses at both ends of the village. 
Although the Parish Council does not have a formal role in flood planning and mitigation (that rests with Cambridgeshire County Council) it has drawn up a Flood Plan that is posted on the Parish Website ( https://westoncolville.org.uk/floodplan/ ) and we strongly recommend that all property owners familiarise themselves with the plan, in particular the Annexes that highlight the areas most at risk.
It is apparent that many property owners in the village fail to appreciate the vital role the village’s surface water drainage system plays in flood mitigation. Many of the ditches that take away flood water have been filled in or have become so silted up or choked with debris and hedge trimmings, that they are barely recognisable as drainage ditches and they no longer function as such. This results in surface water draining from the surrounding farmland during periods of intense or prolonged rainfall, overcoming the village ditches to flood roads and potentially backing up to flood houses and properties. Keeping grids on road gullies and grips cut from roads to drainage ditches clear of debris and vegetation also aids the movement of water into the drainage systems and away from properties.
It is the responsibility of residents to maintain the drainage ditches that run both through and adjacent to their property, including those that run alongside the highway. More information on this responsibility can be found in the County Council’s booklet which is available on-line (https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/The-rights-and-responsibilities-of-a-riparian-owner-leaflet-February-2021.pdf) 
The potential outcomes for failing to keep these ditches clear can be found at: https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshires-Culvert-Policy.pdf 
It Is vital to village safety to get flood water through the built-up part of the village as cleanly and quickly as possible to flood lower-lying areas beyond the village. It is in the common interest that all property owners in the village make themselves aware of the flood plan and advise the Parish Council or their Flood Wardens where they can see problems arising. 
We should not wait until the next flood to discover where the blockages are. If the village floods the County Council’s response is limited to ensuring the safety of life. The damage to property that the flooding causes will be a matter for individual property owners to deal with through their insurers. You can all help to prevent that happening.  Please help the Parish Council keep the village safe from flooding and ensure your ditches are clear.
Thanks in advance for your help
Weston Colville Parish Council


