
Practical things local councils can do in 
times of ecological and climate crisis





Me….





The Doubling Nature Vision….

• Launched, 2019, with wide stakeholder 
support

• One of the fastest growing economies in 
the UK will need to be matched by one of 
the fastest nature recovery programmes. 

• To achieve this step-change requires the 
area of rich wildlife habitats and green-
space to be doubled from 8.5% to 17% 





Landscape led approach…

Six  Priority Landscapes

 John Clare Countryside

 Nene Valley

 Connected Fens

 Great Ouse Valley

 Cambridge Nature Network
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The Climate and ecological crisis can’t and 
won’t wait

Themes
• Nature & conservation
• Water, energy & transport
• Waste & recycling, including littering and litter picking
• Active travel – cycling and walking
• Food, including food production and local food networks
• Health & wellbeing





Things you can do…

• Use your Neighbourhood Plan as an opportunity to educate, 
communicate and measure progress towards climate resilience and 
net zero

• Lead by example, commission an Eco-audit
• Develop a community-led Local Climate Action Plan
• Develop a Local Nature Recovery Plan
• Do more to mobilise and empower community
• Become a local climate leader/eco champion, or support             

your community to develop their local climate leadership



Neighbourhood Plans…an opportunity to 
educate and engage
- Define and understand energy and water use/demand
- Map sites
- Measure biodiversity and natural capital
- Record carbon sequestion by plants and in our soil

Become interested, become informed!

Resource: https://locality.org.uk



Commission an Eco-Audit

• Provides a starting point
• Makes recommendations
• Can help to set operational priorities

Resource: http://www.3acorns.co.uk



The Power of Place-making

• People need permission to act
• Participation needs to fit with everyday lives
• People need to know their participation is making a 

difference

Resource: Powerful people, powerful places (2017) 
https://fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Fabians-PPPP-Report-WEB-3.pdf



The Fen Floods, 1947  (https://archive.org/details/fenfloods1947/page/n25/mode/2up)



St Ives, December 2020



What should we do to help nature, and why should 
we care?

• Absorb carbon
• Bees and other insects are under threat
• All waterways are in bad condition and 

we are taking far too much out of the 
aquifer

• Much of our soil is in poor condition and 
the peat is blowing away

• Access to nature is important to our 
health and wellbeing, and our local 
economy

Wildflowers, St John’s Churchyard, Huntingdon



What to do?

 First investigate the state of your nature:
oMake a simple map of wildlife habitats in your area –

hedges, ditches, trees, ponds, flower-rich margins 
and road verges,…

o Investigate state of water bodies – good flow all the 
year? Good habitat for animals and birds? Variety of 
plants and not invasive species? Banks in good 
condition?

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/docs/local-nature-recovery-toolkit.pdf

 Then, get help from experts to put things right and 
apply for grants

https://naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk/projects/communities/



Then some things communities can do:

• Plant trees – the right varieties in the right 
places – and look after them

• Put up nest boxes and help hedgehogs 
move around

• Leave gardens wild, and plant wild flowers
• Get water butts and make parking areas 

permeable
• Create community farms and orchards Groundwork East Green Team, The Thicket, St Ives, Summer 2021

Resource: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/



Case study: a cold, foggy night in St Ives, 
January 2020…



Local Action, what does it look like…?



Local Climate Action cont’d…



Communications, communications, communications…

With thanks to East Street Creative (and COVID-19): paul@eaststreetcreative.uk



Example programme – Hardwick …
Hardwick Eco-event , jointly organised by Hardwick Climate Action 
Group, St Mary’s and the Evangelical Church, 4th September



Opportunities

• Place-based Climate Action Network Fund – upto £35,000 for a one 
year project, deadline 28 September

https://pcancities.org.uk/news/final-round-popular-pcan-fund-launches

• Together for our Planet (Lottery) – upto £10,000, deadline 18th

November
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/together-for-our-planet#section-1

• A developing local offer for communities across Cambridgeshire:



Useful resources…
• Powerful People, Powerful Places
https://fabians.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Fabians-PPPP-Report-
WEB-3.pdf

• Citizens UK
https://www.citizensuk.org

• Cambridge Carbon Footprint
https://cambridgecarbonfootprint.org

• CAMCYCLE
https://www.camcycle.org.uk

• Community Resilience Development Framework
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/community-resilience-
development-framework

• A Rocha Eco Churches  Awards
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk Flooded meadows, Holywell, 2017 



For further information:
helen@naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk
www.naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk

Thank you!


