Bridleway 14 Report (Clarification sought from James Stringer CCC)
Please refer to the maps document which I believe reflects the actual situation regarding the bridleway and the (somewhat) adjacent permissive paths. This matter is on the agenda for discussion at the next PC meeting on 5 July.
It is clear from historic maps (circa 1900) and the 1949 aerial photograph (reproduced at page 1 of the pdf) that the original route of Bridleway 14 was through the curtilage of the “Three Horseshoes” yard passing along a track to the east of the outbuildings existing at that time and from there up a concrete track that in 1949 led to the sewage works (no longer in existence). At the point that the concrete track turned right to the sewage farm, the bridleway continued ahead on a track that skirted the eastern side of Lower Wood, which was at that time much larger than it is today. This gave the bridleway the distinctive curve that we see on the on-line definitive map.
Having viewed a number of hard copy official extracts from the definitive map, it is clearly indicating that Bridleway 14 has at some time been officially diverted along the line that it runs today between the two hedges to the west of the original route. Please refer to page 3 which makes this very clear.
Of particular interest is whether, at the time that the bridleway was re-routed to the west, it had also been diverted to pass along the current route used today at its southern end i.e. the track passing along the east side of the Three Horseshoes curtilage and then alongside Mr Jaggard’s wood yard. Pages three and four of the attached pdf show the hard copy definitive map extract overlaid with both the 1949 photograph and a modern Google Earth image. It is I suggest clear that the southern end the bridleway had not been diverted and should still follow the original route at this point. The route alongside the Three Horseshoes and the wood yard would therefore appear to be an unauthorised diversion.
You may also care to note that the hard copy definitive map extract also shows a dotted line that goes to Lower Wood on what was once a track that took a direct line from what is now Mr Jaggard’s yard. It is not clear what that dotted line is meant to represent; the track ceased to exist some time ago.
There has quite clearly been a diversion of the bridleway and discussions on permissive paths with the County Council about which we do not have the correspondence. The situation needs to be clarified and what is of concern is that the modern on-line representation of the definitive map seems to ignore an earlier diversion in the route of Bridleway 14 that has been reflected in official hard copy extracts of the definitive map issued over a period of years. The answer must lie in the documents that underpin the definitive map itself and I suspect someone may have used an old issue of the definitive map when the on-line version was created.
Further, we need clarity on whether the permissive paths were granted in perpetuity.
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