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PROPOSAL REGARDING BRIDLEWAY 14

INTRODUCTION

1. The formal line of Bridleway 14 does not align with its current, unofficial, line that has existed for several years (see Annex A).  Cambridgeshire County Council are responsible for defining public rights of way and for maintaining the Definitive Map.  Due to complaints, the County Council Rights of Way Officer has approached the three landowners most concerned to see if the situation can be resolved to everyone’s satisfaction.

AIM

2. The aim of this paper is to seek the Parish Council’s support, when consulted by the County Council, for a proposal to permanently divert Bridleway 14.  

BACKGROUND

3. When they purchased the property 14 years ago, the owners of Three Horseshoes Farmhouse were not made aware of any existing rights of way that passed through their curtilage and that the maps provided during the conveyancing process were not of sufficient clarity to distinguish between the current route and the one shown on the recent digitised version of the Definitive Map. Moreover, the map provided to Mr Jaggard and Mr Mayfield when they agreed to the Permissive paths by Cambridgeshire County Council depicted the Bridleway route as it is used today, see Annex B.  Furthermore, the official signage installed to direct traffic along the Bridleway had been wrongly positioned and directed traffic along the commonly used, but incorrect, route.

4. The formal routing of bridleway 14 does not accord with the route currently used in practise. The route currently used passes up the grassy track adjacent to Three Horseshoes Farmhouse, passed the wood yard and then continues between the two hedges to the north where it then re-joins the official bridleway routing. The County Council have, over the years, received complaints about the bridleway routing between the two hedges in that the hedges tend to grow during the summer and narrow the bridleway. This is partly due because the gap between the two hedges is of minimal width and the relevant landowners have, on occasion, been slow to cut back the hedges.  There is an additional concern as walkers frequently use Mr Jaggard’s track to access Lower Wood or the Bridleway to the north.  This can have quite serious Health and Safety risks should he be using to track to move vehicles between his yard and plantation.

5. Reverting to the official routing of the Bridleway would provide a less than optimal routing for pedestrians while also being disadvantageous to the three key landowners.  Not only would the route traverse Three Horseshoes Farmhouse curtilage and pass through the wood yard, again creating a most significant Health and Safety risk from wood processing operations but would then pass through any crop planted in the field east of the current hedged route.  Although the farmer would be obliged to re-instate the route across the field after agricultural operations, it would nevertheless be only 2 metres wide and, being soil, muddy in winter which is less than ideal for both pedestrians and cyclists who are also legitimate users of Bridleways.  There would also be no official pedestrian right of way from the Bridleway to Lower Wood.


PROPOSAL

6. The Landowners most affected by this issue would like to propose a formal diversion of the Bridleway which it is felt would satisfy not only their concerns but would also improve access and facilities for both local pedestrians and horse riders.
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Figure 1.  Currently Used and Proposed Bridleway Route


7. Annex C shows the proposed routing for the diverted Bridleway.  If acceptable to the County Council, the Bridleway would pass over the grass track leading north passed both Three Horseshoes Farmhouse and the wood yard before carrying on north over the ground currently used between the two hedges but widened by the removal of the easterly hedge (see Figure 1).  This would provide a 4-metre-wide grass surface for the Bridleway which would withstand more use during the winter than the cross-field route.  It would also provide a greater degree of safety for pedestrians by segregating them from any vehicular traffic using the track between the wood yard and plantation.  It would also help horse riders in that the segregation from any motorised traffic using the westerly track would be less likely to frighten the horses.

8. One disadvantage of the proposal would be the removal of the easterly hedge.  This is regrettable but is felt to be acceptable as the westerly hedge would remain and other mitigating measures would be taken.  In accordance with best practice, the remaining hedge would be allowed to grow taller to provide a safer habitat for nesting birds while Mr Jaggard would plant an additional length of hedge to extend the remaining one.  No work will be done on the hedges during the nesting season (ie before September). The landowners would bear the cost of any removal and reinstatement.

9. By providing a narrow gap in the remaining hedge, access to Lower Wood could be maintained along the permitted path as shown in a dotted line at Annex C.

DISCUSSION 

10. Providing a comprehensive and advantageous solution to this outstanding issue is in everyone’s interest, The proposal would benefit horse riders and pedestrians using the Bridleway to transit to the north or to access Lower Wood and the landowners.  It would provide a better surface than the cross-field route and would provide greater safety than the currently used route up the hardened track.

11. Following submission of this proposal to the County Council, we believe they will consult with interested parties.  Those proposing this diversion would like to enjoy the Parish Council’s support who, as a major consultee, would help strengthen our case should they decide to do so.

12. The cost to divert a Right of Way is in the order of £4000 and, if a contribution cannot be obtained from the County Council, would fall to the three landowners making this proposal; however, as there are advantages for the local community in providing better access to the countryside, the proposers would like to enjoy the Parish Council’s support.

CONCLUSION

13. The proposed Bridleway diversion would regularise a long outstanding anomaly.  It would provide a better routeing which would enjoy a more hard-wearing surface than the official cross-field routeing while also removing any ambiguity regarding the public’s right of way through both the curtilage of Three Horseshoes Farmhouse and the neighbouring wood yard.  The new routing would also reduce risk for pedestrians from vehicular traffic, wood yard operations and help shield horses from the same while using an appreciably wider Bridleway. 
 
14. However, no solution is without its disadvantages and in this case, it would involve the removal of one of the two hedges.  This is acceptable as it would be satisfactorily mitigated by allowing the remaining hedge to grow and provide and better wildlife habitat while also be significantly extended in length.



RECOMMENDATION

15. The Parish Council is requested to support the proposed Bridleway Diversion.



G H EDGE
On behalf of Mr R Mills of Three Horseshoes Farmhouse, Mr B Jaggard and Westbrink Farms.

ANNEXES:
A. Current Official Bridleway Routeing.
B. Bridleway Route Provided by CCC 1997.
C. Proposed Bridleway Diversion. 
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Official Bridleway Route





Annex B

Map Provided by CCC Highways ROW Team
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Annex C

Proposed Diverted Bridleway Route
Proposed Diverted Bridleway Route
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