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Tea and Cakes Starts Again!  (in JUNE) 
Please join us at the Reading Room on Friday  
25th June, from 3.30 to 5pm.  We are looking forward 
to catching up with everyone over a cuppa and a piece 
of cake.  We've missed you all.  
To help keep us all safe we are planning to bring the 
tables and chairs outside for an al fresco gathering.  If 
it rains we will postpone until the following Friday 
(2nd July).  

Melanie and the Tea and Cakes Team 

La Course des Tournesols 
Come and collect a sunflower seed, pot and some 
compost for the sunflower race. 
How fast will it grow and how 
high?  There will be a small 
prize for the winner.  
Photographic evidence and 
height to be emailed to 
becky.gilley@babraham.ac.uk 
by the August bank holiday. 
Your starter kit can be 
collected from St Andrew’s 
church porch over the early May bank holiday 
weekend.  Limited supply, so please only take one per 
person. 
Bonne chance! 

Becky Gilley 
  

On the Threshold 
Thank you to everyone who has volunteered as a 
photographer for this project in Weston Colville. 
There is now a team of photographers across the 
village who have been busy taking your household 
portraits.    

If you haven’t yet been photographed please contact 
me and I will happily arrange it for you.  If you would 
like to get involved as a photographer then there is 
still time to help; please don’t be shy! 
Are you a photography student at Sixth Form or 
Diploma level?  If so please get in touch with me.  I 
will need someone, preferably with access to Adobe 
Photoshop, to help during May/June with editing 
photos and getting the project ready for exhibition.  
This is great experience to work as part of a team on 
an exhibition.  Pay £8 ph.   

Jane Pryor  (janepryor6@gmail.com, 07780 461958) 

Tennis in West Wratting: New Season 1st May 
The West Wratting d’Abo Tennis Club is open to 
existing, returning and new members from across the 
local area. 
Our full size, all weather macadam court is located in 
a peaceful corner of the village recreation ground, 
great for family fun or more hard core point scoring! 
For more information, to sign up and to make court 
bookings, visit: www.WestWrattingTennis.co.uk 

Reopening of The Chestnut Tree 
Assuming all goes to plan we will be open inside and 
outside from Monday 17th May.  From then onwards 

we will return to being open 
our usual hours and serving 
our full menu again, both 
lunchtimes and evenings, and 
you will be able to pre-book 
tables.  

Peter and Rachel 

1



May 2021

Reading Room Events 
We’ve been thinking about what we might be able to 
do with starting up events. 
We’d like to begin with a circular walk and if the data 
allows, according to Boris’s road map, the date we 
can meet outside in groups larger than six will be mid-
May.  The first Saturday (avoiding West Wickham’s 
plant sale on 22nd) will be 29th May.  It would be great 
if this were as normal as possible, so we’d meet at  
10 am and walk approximately 5 miles.   
To keep it safe for everyone and to adhere to 
guidelines, there are a couple of extra details: 
–  we’re asking you to let us know by phone/email if 
you’d like to join us; 
–  we’ll meet outside the Reading Room; 
–  where we’d normally bring lunch to eat together in 
the Reading Room after the walk, if the weather’s 
fine, we can do this in the garden, and drinks from the 
bar will be table service (though a word of warning 
that ‘facilities’ will be out of bounds).  The usual 
British ‘indoors if wet’ won’t apply, sadly, as we 
won’t be able to go inside as a group of more than six. 
Beyond that, we’re hoping the quiz and Cinema Club 
will return in the autumn, and we’d like to organise  

another short series of talks.  If you would like to 
share something that you are passionate about or 
something of an expert in and think your neighbours 
in the village might be interested, then please let me 
know.  We’ve had wonderful talks in the past on 
silicone model making for adverts, beekeeping, 
Jupiter, woodturning, Marsh Tits, and work in 
healthcare in Uganda, so you can see any subject in a 
wide range is welcome.   

Jacqueline Douglas 
(jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com,  291475) 

Book Exchange at Church End 
You might have noticed that we have 
done our promised spring clean and 
complete rotation of books in the 
phone box.  We can now start taking 
book donations again, and would be particularly 
grateful for children’s books.  As always, please do 
not leave boxes/bags of books in the phone box as it 
only stops others looking at the shelves.  We’d ask 
you to drop them off on one of our doorsteps, or to 
call Joyce on 07980 404764.  Thanks! 

Joyce, Jackie B, Emma Kaye and Jacqueline  
Community Bookworms 
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SHAW DRAFTING. 
• CAD Drafting Services 
• Residential Extensions, New Build & Listed Buildings 
• Measured Building Surveys 
• Scheme Proposals 
• Working Drawing Packages 
• Planning & Building Regulation Applications 

 Mitchell Shaw            07852 650958 
shaw-drafting@outlook.com
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West Wratting Book Club 
Our April book was ‘Underland: A Deep Time 
Journey’ by Robert McFarlane.   
Winner of the Wainwright Prize 2019 and Stanford 
Dolman Travel Book of the Year 2020, it covers many 
different aspects of the world beneath our feet, 
including the ‘wood wide web’ (the linked system of 
tree roots and fungi beneath the soil), the deep potash 
mines of Boulby, and the hidden tunnel systems 
beneath cities such as Paris and Istanbul.  It was 
agreed that it was very well written.  Other comments 
were beautiful, brilliant, fantastically well written.  It 
draws together many subjects – geology, physics, 
glaciology, pre-history, archaeology, nature, 
mythology, ethics and philosophy.  The descriptions 
were so well drawn that some found it very 
claustrophobic at times while one person felt that it 
included the best explanation of dark matter they had 
ever read, identifying strongly with the descriptions of 
the climbing and caving from their own experience.  
However one person couldn’t get on with the science. 
Some of the descriptions of the use made of the 
amazing caves and tunnels of the Karst country of 
Slovenia were harrowing, the contrast of these horrors 

with the magnificence and beauty of the land, one of 
several reminders of how humankind has misused the 
Earth and Nature, so pertinent at this time of climate 
change and pandemic.  Local interest was represented 
by the references to the British Antarctic Survey and 
Nine Wells Local Nature Reserve. 
Scores were mainly 9 and 10 out of 10, with a 5 and  
a 6. 
Our next book is ‘Circe’ by Madeline Miller, to be 
discussed in person, all being well, at 7.30 pm on 
Wednesday 19th May at The Chestnut Tree.  

Linda Gorman  (290653) 
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  

Romy Frow, Travel Counsellor
Your personal Travel Expert

�������������
romy.frow@travelcounsellors.com
www.tctravelmanagement.co.uk/romy.frow

The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384 

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

FANTASTIC 
SPACIOUS 
SETTING 

OPENING TIMES 
8:45 TO 3:15 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TERM TIMES 

BURROUGH GREEN 
PLAYGROUP 

PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR SPACES 
Email – burroughgreenplaygroup@gmail.com 
Web – burroughgreenplaygroup.weebly.com 

01638 506003 
 

15 & 30 HOURS 
FUNDING 
AVAILABLE FOR 
2 – 5   YEAR 
OLDS 

Gary and Sam’s  
Gardening Service 

We offer a professional garden maintenance 
service, catering for gardens of all sizes,  

and for all aspects of gardening. 

Call for a free no obligation quote.  
Gary – 07598 307035, 
Gary.kendall@me.com 
Sam – 07513 819043

http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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From the Rectory 
As we enter May, I am looking 
forward, like many I imagine, to the 
further easing of lockdown 
restrictions which will allow us to 
enjoy seeing more people face to face.  For those with 
good internet access or reliable smart phones, seeing 
family, friends and colleagues online has been 
possible over the lockdowns.  Yet we should 
acknowledge as well the loss of human contact ‘in the 
flesh’ and reflect on how important the joy of life 
together is for our sense of humanity.  
Church gatherings over the last year have also been a 
mix of both the online and in person.  Our services via 
Zoom have helped us to worship together during each 
lockdown and inspired a growth in creative resources 
for reflection!  Before Easter, for example, we 
produced three short reflective films entitled ‘Life in 
the Spirit’, ‘Love in a time of Covid’ and ‘After the 
Flood’, all of which can still be viewed via our 
website. 
Gatherings in person during the pandemic have 
happened, where possible, both outside and inside 
church buildings.  Services have been held in  

churchyards often dappled in sunlight, or inside our 
ancient buildings, perhaps allowing us to experience 
in a fresh way the joy of gathering face to face; a 
reminder of the incarnational nature of our Christian 
faith. 
In May our services will continue to be a mix of 
online services and services inside and outside our 
churches, and please do feel welcome to attend 
whichever you prefer.  During May we will also 
celebrate Pentecost and remember the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to the disciples gathered in Jerusalem after the 
resurrection of Jesus.  This astonishing gift of the 
Spirit, as described in the book of Acts, bound 
together the early church in worship and shared life, 
and empowered them to reach out to others in the 
name of Christ. 
I hope, as we move along our roadmap out of 
lockdown, we may continue to re-discover the joy of 
shared life together and allow ourselves to be shaped 
by the life of the Spirit.  For the Spirit draws us into a 
deeper relationship with God, empowers us to forgive, 
and creates bonds of mutual love and service, which 
will help us support and rebuild our communities this 
side of lockdown and beyond.  

Revd Iain McColl 
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HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away 
on holiday.  I am a very responsible 
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 
catherineneale9@icloud.com 

    National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

DAYCARE 
AVAILABLE∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services

✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

Organic veg box delivery
Fresh, seasonal organic vegetables, grown for flavour at

our award-winning family farm in Great Abington.
                                                                

                                                     

Free local delivery, visit our website to order www.wildco.co.uk

Jo’s Cleaning Services

Established 
since 1994

Call me on 
07900 601835

Email me at 
joanne10664@gmail.com

Jo Taylor

IRONING SERVICE  
PICK UP AND DROP OFF 

http://www.wildco.co.uk
http://www.wildco.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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Weston Colville Oil Co-operative  
Ordering deadline: noon, Sunday 9th May. 
Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:   
  Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk) 
Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane: 
  Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com) 
Any orders left by email will always be 
acknowledged; if you do not get a reply, we haven’t 
received your order.  Please don't phone before 8 am 
or after 10 pm (leave a message during the day).  We 
keep a note of any special requirements, such as 
needing a phone call the day before delivery to 
arrange access; please let us know if you wish to 
change these.  The minimum delivery is 500 litres; 
this is a Trading Standards ruling because of the 
accuracy of lorry gauges.  To get the minimum ask  
for 500 litres; do not ask for a ‘top up’ because you 
might get a ‘fill up’. 
Please ensure we have your correct address and post 
code.  If you are close to running out, tell your 
contact.  The price will not be known until the order is 
placed, and the supplier may ring for payment before 
delivery (failure to reply to this call may put your 
order in jeopardy) or bill you direct after delivery.  

Anne Vidler 

Village Cricket 
Linton Village Cricket Club 3rd XI will 
be playing their home matches at 
Weston Colville Cricket Field, with the 
first home match on 8th May.  If there 
are any problems or issues during the 
season you can contact the chairman, 
Allan Campbell, at alcap998@gmail.com.  The fixtures 
are as follows, all starting at 1.30 pm. 

There may be a few more fixtures as the season goes 
on. 

Allan Campbell, Chair of Linton Cricket Club 
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PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+

OPEN AS USUAL

SMB GAS 
CALOR GAS 
DELIVERIES 

NEW TO NEWMARKET AND SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES.   CALL FOR A QUOTE OR TO CHECK 

DELIVERY AREA


01638 570046 
mandy@sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk

STILL OPEN FOR DELIVERIES

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 

LOCAL DELIVERY OF 

HAND-MADE SOAP

08/05/2021 Ickleton CC - 2nd XI

12/06/2021 Newport CC, Essex - 2nd XI

17/07/2021 Burrough Green CC - 1st XI

24/07/2021 Birchanger CC - 2nd XI

07/08/2021 Thriplow CC - 3rd XI

21/08/2021 Royston CC, Herts - 3rd XI
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Weston Colville Parish Council 
Community Project Funding – a number of different 
grants are available for community projects, and we 
would like to raise awareness of this in case any 
parishioners would like to propose a project for the 
village, which the parish council could support you 
with. 
Potential projects with funding available range from 
fixing and repairing community facilities, assisting 
organisations who need financial support due to the 
pandemic, projects that support community members’ 
wellbeing, and zero carbon emissions projects 
covering both buildings and nature. 
Full details of all available funding can be found via 
the web link https://www.idoxopen4community.co.uk/

supportcambs?bcr=MTIzNA, or the parish council can 
provide a recent summary. 
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Inclusion Project – in 
conjunction with South Cambs Community Safety 
Partnership, Weston Colville (along with all other 
villages) will be producing a village plan for 
managing unauthorised traveller 
encampments, should one occur. 
We would like to invite any interested parties to work 
with the parish council in forming the village plan.  

South Cambs Community Partnership are providing 
us with a toolkit and cultural awareness training, plus 
other useful information which will be shared with 
anyone wanting to take part in the planning.    
If you would like to be involved with either project, 
please get in touch with the parish clerk, Jess 
Ashbridge, at clerk@westoncolville.org.uk or 07779 
277647. 

Christian Aid 
As Christian Aid week 
falls before the May 
restrictions are lifted, 
there will be no local 
house to house 
collections this year. 

Instead, there will be an open air Coffee Morning in 
Balsham Church car park or the churchyard after all 
the restrictions are lifted on 21st June. 
The date is yet to be arranged but likely to be 
sometime in July.  This is my seventh and last year 
organising the fund raising for Christian Aid. 

Joanna Sanders  
(sanderschimneys@uwclub.net  893063) 
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Family Business• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEPwww.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council 
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.

     Fabric and  
  Haberdashery 

Beautiful fabrics, thread and haberdashery for 
sale in the studio and from the website 

www.andsewwebegin.co.uk 
Contact Rhiannon:  01223 291490 / 07519 761498 

andsewwebegin@gmail.com 
 @andsewwebegin 

ORCHARD HOUSE, 7 HONEY HILL, WEST WRATTING, CB215NQ
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Nature Notes 
Hello and a merry spring to you all.  Spring visitors 
like Swallows and Blackcaps are here.  Male 
Blackcaps (Sylvia atricapilla, or Northern 
Nightingale) have the eponymous black caps and 
smoke grey bodies, so can be mistaken for Marsh Tits; 
female and juvenile Blackcaps have bright chestnut-
brown caps.  Blackcaps appear much bigger and more 
torpedo-shaped than Marsh Tits.  The Blackcaps' 
black cap does not come down the neck and the bird 
is much more 
uniform grey in 
colour, and 
Marsh Tits have 
a small black bib 
under their chin, 
which Blackcaps 
don't have.  The 
top photo is a 
Blackcap; the 
lower one is a 
Marsh Tit.  The 
Blackcap's song 
is rich, melodic 
and deeper, as 
it's a bigger bird, 
while Marsh Tits 
get by with a call which sounds like a high-pitched 
sneeze (Bless you!). 
Your garden Marsh Tits have moved into mature 
deciduous woodland to breed.  To let them raise their 
young in peace, we won't be ringing in the woods in 
May and June, but only in gardens. 
Marsh Tit sightings are very valuable now.  Please 
report anything you see to cambsmarti@gmail.com, 
m_stammers@btinternet.com or Challenge.  Thanks! 

Feral honeybees are being seen now, as are wasps. 
Adult bees and wasps are vegetarian and eat sugars, 
but all their larvae need protein to grow.  While bee 
larvae are vegetarian, getting their protein from royal 
jelly and pollen (bee bread), wasp larvae are 
carnivorous, getting their protein from the wide range 
of animal prey brought in by adult wasps.  This 
includes a lot of garden pests, like greenfly and 
caterpillars.  The wasp larvae then secrete a sugary 
solution which the adult wasps eat. 
In August and September, colonies are winding down 
for the winter and there are far fewer wasp larvae, so 
there's less sugar for the adult wasps, who have to find 
their sweet treats elsewhere – like your picnic! 
Another interesting thing about wasp larvae is they 
don't poo at all.  It's all stored within their guts, so 
entomologists can identify everything a wasp larva 
has eaten by DNA analysis of its gut.  So you can 
easily determine what animals are present in the local 
environment, however well hidden they are, from 
wasp larval guts (I hope you can enjoy your 
dinner . . .). 

Alex Inzani and the South Cambs Ringing Group 
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Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free 
care for both you and your cat. 

01223 880707 
info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk 

Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge,  CB21 5HE 

Feline better!

Topping Rolling Harrowing Weed spraying Fertilising

Please contact Bradley Goss for a free consultation/quotation

Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hotmail.com

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

http://www.hackettgriffey.com
http://www.hackettgriffey.com
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West Wickham & District Gardening Club 
On Monday 19th April the club and many welcome 
visitors enjoyed a Zoom presentation by Gail and 
John Somerville from Lincolnshire entitled ‘Plant to 
Pot, growing veg for fun and flavour’.  Their aim was 
to encourage us to grow more vegetables in bags or 
pots or boxes.   
Under normal circumstances the club would hold its 
Plant Sale in May, but this year we have four venues 
where tables will be set up with surplus plants for 
sale.  These will be in West Wickham, Streetly End, 
Hazel Stub, and Castle Camps, on May 22nd from  
10 am to 1 pm.  Please support us if you can. 

Rosemary Yallop (01799 584262) 

Balsham WI 
For our April meeting we were given a talk via Zoom 
entitled ‘Horseheath Hall – a Vanishing Country 
House’.  After our Zoom expert, Debbie Mower 
sorted out the IT goblins, local historian Janet Morris 
gave us a fascinating talk about the history of 
Horseheath Hall. 
In the 14th century the original Hall was the home of 
the Alington family who were very good for the  

village.  They married well and were stable 
landowners.  This was replaced by a huge new Hall 
started in the 1660s designed by the architect Roger 
Pratt with a façade of 140 feet and 4 stories high with 
about 300 windows.  The grounds were formally laid 
out and included a deer park, an orangery, a 
menagerie and Acre pond complete with boathouse 
and punts.  Janet gave us a potted history of some of 
the inhabitants of the Hall and of Roger Pratt the 
architect.   
Our next meeting on 11th May at 7.30 via Zoom will 
be a quiz evening.  Should be fun! 

Alison Clarke  (894031) 
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The Street · Great Thurlow · Suffolk CB9 7LA 
Tel: 01440 783248   www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE
GARAGE

Digital recording of Service History

For a friendly and reliable 
personal service call now.

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

Want to feel empowered and back in 
control of your life? 

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.  
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, 

and accountable for your healthy body and mind. 
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,  

head teachers to stay at home mums.  I’m known for my 
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, 
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally 

uplifted and physically invigorated. 
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:  

07791 837114    clairefoycoaching@gmail.com  
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,  

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist

PERSONAL FACETIME SESSIONS

Weston Colville Reading Room 
Available for Hire 

for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups,  
and Meetings.  Recently renovated with kitchen  

and bar facilities and sound equipment. 
Licence for Alcohol and Live Music. 

 01223 290292            www.thereadingroom.org.uk
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Local Plants 
Plants are like vegetables, best bought as local and as 
fresh as possible.  That is the theory behind 
www.theplantplacewickham.com a small setup that has 
started growing hardy perennials in West Wickham.  
Plants should also not cost a fortune to buy (although 
some plants and shrubs can be very difficult to 
cultivate and therefore do become more expensive 
due to time and care).  Also, the miles many plants 
travel across the continent before they ever reach our 
shores should be considered, and the environmental 
cost of everything involved. 
As an experiment, Jan Lupton began growing hardy 
perennials locally.  The mantra behind the project is 
‘local plants for local people’.  
This year she has been cautious as to what could be 
achieved in the greenhouse, but has put together a 
little website to accommodate the plant details for 
local gardeners, and is finding out what local people 
are looking for.  She said that they seem to like the 
idea of buying local. 

Jan Lupton  
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New Foot Health Clinic  
now open in Withersfield 

Caroline Pinkham-Smith 
MCFHP      MAFHP 

Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels, 
Fungal & Thickened nails,  

Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas 

01440 421798 
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk

• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit

PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS 

CONTACT R DANIELS 

01223 290570 / 07773 682676 
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2523 Linton Air Cadets 
We have moved!  But not far . . . our 
return to face to face training has seen us 
move to new accommodation at the Linton 
Heights Junior School, after more than two 
decades at Linton Village College.  With fantastic 
facilities, we look forward to parading from the 
Heights and offering a fuller and more diverse 
training programme than ever before. 
By the time you are reading this we should already be 
welcoming back cadets to the squadron for face to 
face activities for the first time in over a year.  We are 
delighted to be able to return to training and getting 
on with what we know and love.  We will be looking 
to invite new cadets and staff to join the squadron as 
soon as possible.  Our initial training programme will 
see practical lessons covering all theory we have 
successfully completed over the past year on virtual 
parade nights.  We eagerly anticipate a return to 
shooting, gliding and powered flying. 
We will now be parading on Monday and Wednesday 
evenings, 19.00 – 21.30.  Please see 
www.2523linton.co.uk for more details. 

Bradley Wright, Pilot Officer 
(07943 873272, training.2523@rafac.mod.gov.uk ) 

Rapid Covid-19 Testing for All 
Since Friday 9th April everyone has been urged to take 
twice-weekly Covid tests.  These are rapid lateral flow 
tests for people who do not have any of the symptoms 
of Coronavirus.  (Anyone who has symptoms should 
still isolate at home and organise to take a PCR test.) 
Twice-weekly rapid testing will help to identify cases 
of Covid-19 that would otherwise be missed.  With 
one in three people with coronavirus showing no 
symptoms and potentially spreading it without 
knowing, rapid testing of people with no symptoms 
helps to identify positive cases quickly, preventing the 
spread of infection.  The test usually involves taking a 
sample from your tonsils (or where they would have 
been) and from your nose, using a swab.  You can get 
a result in 30 minutes. 
There are several ways to access rapid testing: 
Community testing:  you can take a supervised test 
at rapid testing sites locally, set up to test 
asymptomatic adults.  
NHS Test & Trace sites:  these operate as 
symptomatic testing sites in the morning but are 
currently providing an afternoon collect option, where 
you can pick up a box of tests to use at home.  
Pharmacy collect:  visit a participating pharmacy and 
pick up a free box of tests to use at home.  Our nearest 
pharmacy collection sites are the pharmacy in Linton 
on the High Street, and pharmacies in Haverhill and 
Newmarket.  
The Gov.UK website gives details of how to order the 
tests, or find local collection or test sites. 
LFD Direct:  people who can’t access tests through 
the other routes can order a box of tests online or by 
calling 119, which will be delivered to your home. 
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TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk

COUNTRY GARDENS & 
LANDSCAPES 

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE

HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, 
BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE 
SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING, 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING 
MOB:  07795 364135 
TEL:  01440 761028 
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM 
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Daisy Chains Preschool 
It is with a sad heart that we 
have to inform you that Daisy 
Chains Preschool, West 
Wickham, will be closing its doors for the very last 
time at the end of this summer term 2021.  
The preschool has been running in one form or 
another for over 40 years, and I have been involved in 
its history for over 20 of those years.  Looking back 
over those 40-ish years we reckon that over 1,000 
children have spent their early years with us preparing 
them for their next step up to primary school. 
We are all very sorry that it has come to the point of 
closure but the preschool has been running at a 
considerable loss for over two years now.  This, 
coupled with the fact that we will only have three 
children registered with us for the next school year, 
has forced us to take the decision to close. 
Over the years the preschool would not have been 
possible to run without the considerable efforts of 
staff, parents, and ‘helpers’.  We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank anybody (you know who you 
are!) who has supported us in any manner over the 
years so, THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK 
YOU.  
A special thank you to the Village Hall Committee 
who have in the last few years provided us with a 
beautiful community hall in which to take care of the 
children in a clean, healthy and safe environment. 

Sue Harrow 
We are raising a collection to provide the staff with 
some wonderful thank you gifts.  If you would like to 
contribute please contact me on jess@agrarian.biz or 
07779 277647. 

Jess Ashbridge (Chair, Daisy Chains Preschool) 

Marsh Mail 
It has been fantastic to observe the college grounds 
alive once again with the sights and sounds of 
grassroots sport.  Welcoming back community groups 
onto site has marked the start of our re-emergence 
from lock down restrictions.  Our Sports Centre has 
also reopened its indoor facilities and looks forward to 
even more members supporting this village resource 
over the coming months.  

Within the college, students have benefited from a 
broader educational experience this term.  Our Year 7 
and 8 students have moved into new learning bases 
and all year groups have access to more specialist 
teaching rooms and practical lessons.  A number of 
extracurricular clubs have also restarted.  
A healthy lifestyle is also supported by positive 
mental health.  We have been particularly conscious 
of our Year 11 cohort and how to ensure that the 
process of awarding GCSE grades this summer takes 
account of their wellbeing as well as achieving 
optimum academic outcomes.  At LVC we have 
designed a schedule of assessment, in line with the 
government guidance and exam board requirements, 
that gives students the best opportunity to achieve 
their potential. 
During the first half of the summer term, students will 
be completing a range of slimmed down assessment 
tasks within their lessons.  We have sought to avoid 
replicating the pressurised conditions of the exam 
series that has been cancelled.  
I have been incredibly impressed with how maturely 
students have responded to the significant disruption 
to their education.  I have been equally impressed by 
the hard work and commitment of teachers and 
support staff.  Having adjusted to the requirements of 
teaching and learning in the Covid-19 contexts and 
the challenges that this has presented, students and 
staff are now adapting to the requirements of a 
teacher-led assessment process. 
It is no surprise that the global pandemic has led to a 
surge in applications for teacher training.  While some 
of this may have been motivated by the job security 
associated with the profession, the privilege, job 
satisfaction and sense of reward that comes from 
supporting young people in their education has been 
highlighted in the current context. 

Helena Marsh 

The Secret Garden 
Save the date of 8th August, 4 pm, for ‘The Secret 
Garden’ performed by the This is My Theatre 
Company in St Mary’s Church, Weston Colville. 
You can book tickets now (www.thisismytheatre.com/

secretgardenatwestoncolville) for this lovely 
performance for all ages by our favourite touring 
theatre company. 
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Covid-19 Vaccinations 
We continue to deliver second vaccinations, working 
in date order, vaccinating patients 11 - 12 weeks 
following their first dose. 
Current guidelines state that patients have to return to 
the venue where they had their first vaccination, as the 
second dose will be allocated and sent to that venue.  
Should these guidelines change we will, of course, let 
everyone know. 
We appreciate that everyone wants to know when 
their appointment will be, and we are working as fast 
as possible to get through our patient lists.  Please 
bear with us as our team continue to work incredibly 
hard to deliver the vaccine into our community. 
COVID-19 Vaccine Safety – the UK vaccination 
programme has been very successful.  At the time of 
writing, more than 30 million people have been 
vaccinated and it is estimated that 6,000 lives have 
already been saved. 
There have been reports of a very rare condition 
involving blood clots and unusual bleeding after 
vaccination.  This is being carefully monitored and 
reviewed.  
Information is changing rapidly and we will keep our 
website as up to date as possible.  If you do not have 
internet access, please feel free to ring us with any 
questions you may have. 

Sandra East, Head of Patient Services 
(01223 627743,  sandra.east@nhs.net) 

Church Services 
Please do keep an eye on our church website, 
www.grantavale.org.uk, and our church noticeboards, 
to see the latest information on church services.   
Zoom services are held on Sundays, and other 
services during the week, such as Compline. 
Contact parish administrator, Cazzy Walshe, on 
7churches.seven@gmail.com, if you would like to 
receive a weekly newsletter by email or by hand,  
or find out how to log into the services. 

May 2021 
Sun 9 Weston Colville Oil Cooperative order deadline 
Tues 11 Balsham WI  
Wed 19 West Wratting Book Club 
Mon 22 West Wickham Gardening Club plant sales 
Sat 29 Circular walk, Reading Room 

June 2021 
Fri 25 Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville
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Revd Iain McColl  
 tel: 890693  email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest   
 tel: 892288  email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk 
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister 
 tel: 290396  email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 
Jeanine Kennedy, Lay Pioneer Minister 
 email: jeaninekennedygv@gmail.com

Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:  
editor@challengemag.co.uk 

Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
June issue’s copy date  

Thursday 20th May

Black bins: Tuesday 4th & Monday 17th May, 
  Tuesday 1st, Monday 14th & 28th June 
Blue & Green bins:  Monday 10th & 24th May, 
   Monday 7th & 21st June 

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (291344) 
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (403415) 
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk:  Jess Ashbridge, 
   jess@agrarian.biz,  07779 277647 
West Wratting Parish Clerk:  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Community Warden:  Faye Parker, 
 Faye.Parker@AgeUKCAP.org.uk,  07436 102865 
Parish Nurse:  Kim Cox, 
 7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com,  07498 994205

DIARY

Mobile library:  first Tuesdays – 4th May, 1st June 
 High Street, West Wratting        12.15 - 12.45 pm 
 Weston Green           1.50 - 2.15 pm 
 Mill Hill, Weston Colville       2.20 - 2.50 pm

Mobile Post Office:  Thursdays, Reading Room car park, 
   Weston Colville,  12.30 - 1.30 pm 


