
WESTON COLVILLE PARISH COUNCIL PARISH MEETING CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021

I would like to start by welcoming you all to the annual parish meeting. Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 restrictions last years meeting had to be cancelled so this report covers the last two years of council activity in which it continued to carry out a range of village maintenance and support activities including: -
Maintenance of Roads and Verges
The Parish Council implemented its usual verge cutting program during the last 2 years.  It also continued to provide street lighting for the village which I am pleased to report has now all been changed to low energy more efficient LED lights. Progress was also made with getting potholes repaired and clearing gullies and drains. However, there is still more work to be done both at Church End to improve its drains and generally to improve kerbside drainage. Despite frequent chasing of the County Council Highways department, we are still awaiting clarification on when this work will be done. 
Speeding through the village
The Council has continued to use the shared speed indicator devices to monitor the speed of traffic through the village and they seem effective in slowing most motorists down when in use. The current plan is to use the information collected from these devices to support a grant application for traffic calming in the village. The precise nature of what speed reduction measures will be implemented is still to be decided and a working party is currently examining what the options are with a view to carrying out a village consultation on the final proposals.
Grass and hedge maintenance in the village
The Council has continued to carry out its program of grass cutting and hedge trimming around the war memorial, at the Church end playing field and the play area on The Green and have agreed new 3-year contracts for this work to continue.
Annual Budget for the parish 
Following an increase in the Precept in 2020/21, I am pleased to be able to report that the council has not needed to increase it further and that it will remain at the same level for 2021/22.
Community Assets
[bookmark: _GoBack]The parish council finally succeeded in transferring the Reading Room car park from the district Council to Parish Council ownership and this is now registered with the Land Registry. A proposal was made to name this after Allen Scott who spent many years diligently working on this and several other Parish Council projects, but this is yet to be ratified.
Play areas
The Council has ensured that essential maintenance has been carried out for both its play areas to ensure they are safe to use and kept in good order. This included providing a new fence for the Green play area by the cricket pavilion which was funded by a grant from Wadlow Wind farm fund. An annual safety inspection of this equipment has also been carried out by an outside expert to ensure it meets current safety standards with the recommendations he raised implemented.
Community led Parish Plan
The current Parish plan was originally approved in 2015 following an extensive village survey in 2014 and most of its objectives with 2 notable exceptions have been completed as far as reasonably practical. It is proposed that we review the plan again this year to decide whether it should be updated.
Flooding in the village
Following several flooding incidents in the village the county council agreed to relocate the bridge at the bottom of Horseshoe lane to allow easier clearance on sediment in the Stour to alleviate flooding. Further to this the Parish Council has set up a working party to create a flood plan for the whole village and is looking for support from riparian landowners and the County Council Highways department to ensure its actions are completed.
Covid-19
I think it is important that we should thank the very valiant and kind work of the Covid Support coordinators in the village, Jo Jackson and Melanie Stammers who helped many of our vulnerable and elderly residents. This was much appreciated as was the help provided by many other villagers carrying out a variety of tasks of support for the village.
Council Update
Matt Jackson decided to resign after several years of valued service for the council and I would like to record the council’s thanks for all his time and effort. Matt has been replaced on the council by the Co-option of Faye Parker who is already taking a very active role in council business being part of the Flood prevention working party and representing the council at the District council meetings regarding travellers.
I would also like to recognise the success of Jess Ashbridge our Parish Clerk in passing her CiLCA exams a much-deserved reward for all her hard work over the last 2 years making her a fully qualified parish clerk. 
Finally, I would like to end by thanking all my fellow councillors and our Clerk for their time and effort in supporting the work and objectives of the council. 


