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Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Congratulations to Rebecca Causton, Finlay Arnott, 
Kirstine Adshead and Lucy Wilson for the 
magnificent cleaning, scraping and painting job they 
have done on the West Wratting 
phone box.  The phone box was  
in poor shape before they started 
work on it and now it looks as 
good as new. 
This was done as part of their 
community service section of  
the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Award.  During the year  
(Covid-19 allowing) the team  
has washed down West Wratting's 
bus shelter and cut the hedge behind it, litter-picked, 
washed road signs, and cleared up deadwood in the 
recreation ground.  It was impressive how they 
behaved responsibly and worked very effectively as a 
team, mostly unsupervised. 
The painting of the phone box was definitely the 
highlight, and I know that many people in West 
Wratting were delighted to see it take on a new lease 
of life. 
Well done Rebecca, Kirstine, Finlay and Lucy – and 
thank you and the very best of luck for the future. 

Colin McCall 

Cricket Field Ditch Clearance 
Many thanks to everyone who helped with the 
clearance of the ditch around the cricket field.  We 
achieved an enormous amount in a single day.  We 
had intended to burn the waste, but then decided to 
dispose of the waste in a more envoronmentally 
responsible way.  Thanks to Ben Mercer who 
shredded and removed it in time for the outdoor 
theatre production. 

Melanie and Jo 

Weston Colville Oil Co-operative  
Ordering deadline: noon, Sunday 13th September. 
Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:   
  Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk) 
Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane: 
  Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com) 

West Wratting Oil Syndicate 
There will not be a syndicate order for oil this month.  
The next syndicate order will be in October. 

Phil Tempest (westwrattingoil@gmail.com) 

Ongoing Support    
Now that the lockdown is easing, this is just a note to 
say that support networks are still there and 
functioning; so if you need to isolate, or cannot get to 
do the things you need to for whatever reason, please 
get in touch, don’t struggle on your own.  We still 
have a group of volunteers ready in both Weston 
Colville and West Wratting.  A reminder also that our 
parish nurse (07498 994205) continues to be available 
to provide advice and support.  
Pete and Rachel from The Chestnut Tree have 
undertaken to ensure that prescriptions in the West 
Wratting pack will continue to be delivered to people 
at home for the time being on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays.  A volunteer from Weston Colville does 
the Monday collection, Pete collects on Wednesdays 
and I do Fridays.  We will ring your door bell and put 
medicines on your front door step or in your 
designated place.  Please look out for us if you are 
expecting medicines that have to be handed to you, 
for instance fridge items.    
Suan Rowland (290788, suanrowland@btinternet.com) 
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Book Exchange at Church End 
We’d love donations – a couple of 
books can go straight in, and if you 
have more, that’s great – please 
deliver them to one of us, or call 
Joyce on 07980 404764 to arrange 
collection.  We’re thinking of 
varnishing the bench next to the phone box 
and have been asking around to find out who owns it.  
We feel confident it belongs to the community, but 
please let us know if you know of any reason we 
shouldn’t go ahead.  We’d love to hear from you if 
you have any feedback or questions.  Happy swapping 
and happy reading! 

Joyce, Jackie B, Emma Kaye and Jacqueline,   
Community Bookworms 

National Poetry Day 
On 1st October at 7.30 pm we’re 
hosting an online event to celebrate 
National Poetry Day.  Choose a 
poem and join us on Zoom.  Email 
by 25th September so that we can 
give you an invitation to the session, and also make 
sure there won’t be duplicate poems.  Need 
inspiration?    
– something seasonal? 
– a childhood favourite? 
– a calming or uplifting verse for COVID times? 
. . . or if you like, call in at Jacqueline’s and look at 
the poetry books on the shelf. 
For registration and enquiries, contact Faye or 
Jacqueline: faye@kalmareiki.co.uk or 
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com   

Weston Colville Cinema Club 

We’re delighted to announce that the 
cinema club will return to the 
Reading Room in October.  Of 
course, this is subject to any change 
there might be in government guidance, but on 
Wednesday, 7th October, you’re welcome to join us to 
watch a comedy – ‘The Blues Brothers’.  The evening 
will start at 7.30pm as usual with an introduction to 
the film. 
We offer a safe space; there will be a one-way system, 
we’ll maintain social distancing, and you’ll have 
allocated seats.  
We ask you to book in advance so we have contact 
details, and can monitor numbers; wear a mask; arrive 
in good time, entering via the back door; and bring the 
exact money for your donation (we suggest £2 - £3), 
and if you’d like a drink (wine and beer are £2.50 and 
juice £1). 
If you’d like to book, or have any questions or 
concerns before you do, please contact me: 
jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com, 291475 
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paulnicholson418@gmail.com

 STILL OPEN FOR EXTERIOR WORK

Romy Frow, Travel Counsellor
Your personal Travel Expert

�������������
romy.frow@travelcounsellors.com
www.tctravelmanagement.co.uk/romy.frow
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West Wratting Book Club 
The book we read for August was ‘Wakenhyrst’ by 
Michelle Paver.  This was a rather dark story and 
rather disturbing in places, as one would expect from 
a deliberately gothic tale.  Set in early Edwardian 
times in the Suffolk and Cambridgeshire Fens, it tells 
the story of a girl growing into womanhood, coping 
with life without a mother, and with her strict, 
forbidding father who is haunted by an event in his 
past.  Some found it a ‘page turner’ while others 
found it difficult to get into and rather slow at the 
start.  There is obvious local interest in its setting, 
with several references to Ely and Cambridge, and the 
author had done a good deal of research referencing 
such well-respected local authors as the ‘Fenland 
Tiger’, Sybil Marshall, and Lilias Rider Haggard, as 
well as drawing on her own family experience.  Very 
little of the plot does not have parallels in real life.  
One of our number suggested that it was an 
interesting insight into the morals of the time, 
attitudes to women, childbirth and medical problems, 
including the treatment of mental illness.  The journal 
written by one of the main characters was thought to 
be rather too detailed, perhaps a necessary ploy to tell 
his side of the story (although it is not unusual for 
those suffering from certain types of mania to put 
down on paper all their paranoid thoughts).  Someone 
else suggested that none of the characters were really 
likeable and were, perhaps, over stereotyped although 
it was an exciting story. 
Someone else who is familiar with and liked her 
children’s books said “I found Wakenhyrst somewhat 
pseudo-gothic, predictable and not very engaging.” 
Scores varied from 6 to 8 out of 10.  It would appeal 
to anyone with an interest in medieval mystics, local 
legends and folklore, or fans of the Gothic.  

Our next book is ‘The Salt Path’ by Raynor Wynn, to 
be discussed at 7.30 pm on Wednesday  
16th September in the garden at The Chestnut Tree or 
via Zoom, depending on circumstances and weather.   

Linda Gorman 

Macmillan Coffee Mornings 
Balsham – Friday 25th September – Joanna will put 
a basket in front of her front door at Nine Chimney 
House, Balsham for donations on Friday 25th until 
Sunday 27th September. 
Do please bring your own coffee on Friday 25th, either 
in a vacuum flask or bought as a takeaway from the 
Old Butchers Shop, to drink in the garden whilst you 
maintain a social distance.  There will also be a 
pancake van, and there are two summer houses and 
the back room of the house if the weather isn’t good.   

Sara H, Joanna S and Gill PB 

Burrough Green – Helen and Bena will not be 
holding their popular coffee morning this year.  
Hopefully we can all get together next year for our 
coffee and cakes. 

Bena & Helen 

Thanks to Helpers 
I’d like to give an accolade to the local students who 
have been helping out with deliveries to OAPs.  I 
have been greatly impressed by the 18 year old who 
has temporarily shelved university plans, and (perhaps 
even more significantly!) was still up at 6 am the day 
after her (socially distanced) 18th birthday party to do 
the round in our area. 
I suspect that she will not be the only one tackling the 
crisis head-on whilst having to rethink all future 
plans. 

Sarah Watkins, The Causeway, West Wratting 

Thank You 
We would like to thank everyone for their good 
wishes and support since our shielding began in 
March.  Newspaper deliveries, shopping, prescription 
drop offs, phone calls, hedge cutting, delicious meals, 
even a rendition of Happy Birthday, have all helped us 
to get through this difficult time.  We are pleased to 
say that treatment has now finished and we look 
forward to better days.  Thank you all.  

Mick & Sue Lock 
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
We offer a professional and reliable service 
from lawn mowing to new planting projects.  

Other services include tree surgery and 
hedge cutting. 

Please telephone Zara or Francis at 

Napier Garden Planning 
Tel : 01638 508847 

Westley Waterless, Newmarket 
e-mail: napierfz@aol.com  
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From the Rectory 
Recently we’ve experienced many 
things in life in a new way, and this 
will continue into the autumn.  My 
children return to their primary 
school this month and it will be 
unlike any other experience of school they’ve had to 
date.  Many workplaces have been transformed to try 
and protect staff and any customers or clients from 
Covid-19.   Our church services now include regular 
Sunday morning Zoom services and open-air worship, 
as well as services inside churches with face-masks 
and social distancing – something we could not have 
imagined at the beginning of the year!   So many 
things in our lives are being experienced again as if 
for the first time. 
Re-imagining the way we do and see things, however, 
can be both challenging and refreshing.  It can be a 
blessing when we don’t take for granted our family, 
friends, neighbours, local businesses or school.  This 
may lead to a renewed appreciation of people and 
places; perhaps a reminder to renew old 
acquaintances, to thank those who care for us, teach 
our children or support community life.   

The bible often speaks eloquently of the need, as  
St Paul says, to “be transformed by the renewing of 
your minds”.  The prophet Isaiah invites people to see 
this renewal as a response to divine action: “I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you 
not perceive it?”.  In every testing time, the people of 
God are called to renew their vision and deepen their 
trust in God. 
This need to refresh the way we perceive things and 
renew our language of gratitude and wonder is 
constant.  In T S Eliot’s ‘Little Gidding’, the last 
poem in his Four Quartets, he puts it like this:   

We shall not cease from exploration 
And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started 
And know the place for the first time. 

If we trust in God who in Christ makes all things new, 
we may also renew our experience of God’s grace.  
Again, turning to the prophet Isaiah, we remember in 
all these changes the source of our strength and hope: 
“those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not faint”.  

Revd Iain McColl    
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Charter House
Burrough Green

Newmarket
Suffolk  CB8 9NG

JAGGARD & SON
FIREWOOD

quality logs cut and split to requirement
COAL

solid fuel to suit all fires 
MULCH

graded woodchip for gardens etc 

01638 507330 07766 566226   
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com

We service and repair all garden machinery. 

We also have a fully stocked showroom with  
new and secondhand machines ranging from  

strimmers through to ride-on tractors. 

Collection and delivery available. 

Gog Magog Mower Services 
Unit 1, Copley Hill Business Park, Babraham

01223 832894          
david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk 

www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk

Want to feel empowered and back in 
control of your life? 

We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be.  
We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, 

and accountable for your healthy body and mind. 
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots,  

head teachers to stay at home mums.  I’m known for my 
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, 
and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally 

uplifted and physically invigorated. 
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:  

07791 837114    clairefoycoaching@gmail.com  
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer,  

NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist

PERSONAL FACETIME SESSIONS
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From my Home to Yours 
I do hope and pray that you are managing to keep 
hydrated and cool, in these hot days!  Please 
remember to drink water and use fans to keep your 
temperature down.  I always find it helps, if I really 
get unbearably hot, to put my feet in cool water 
during the day and at night cuddle a cold pack from 
the freezer wrapped in a tea towel.  These tips may 
help you feel a little more comfortable! 
Reflecting over the past few months I realise that 
these unprecedented times have also brought amazing 
blessings.  We have seen communities in the seven 
villages I serve rise up and support each other in 
wonderful ways.  There have been a huge number of 
volunteers helping with shopping and delivering of 
prescriptions.  People have been so grateful, so on 
behalf of those receiving the help I want to take this 
opportunity to thank them all.  It continues to be a 
blessing to work with you all for the benefit of each 
community. 
I continue to work from home at present.  I am 
telephoning a large number of people every day and 
am able to contact people new to the service as well. 
Many people are finding this a very valuable service 
and I am grateful that these calls are bringing some 
light into (for some) difficult and dark times. I will 
shortly be able to video-call people as well, using the  

same system the surgery does, so if you have a smart 
phone I will be able to chat ‘face to face’, which will 
be lovely.  
Of course it would be great if I could visit again.  As a 
team, we have reflected on how best to do this in the 
weeks ahead.  We need to continue to be vigilant and 
protect the most vulnerable.  I will be taking all the 
necessary precautions and will be able to visit people 
at home ‘in exceptional circumstances’ and with a full 
risk assessment.  As soon as the science shows I can 
visit more freely, I will be delighted to do so. 
Please do not hesitate to call my mobile if you need 
any support, information, or a chat and I will 
endeavour to help wherever I can.  You are all in my 
thoughts and prayers.  God bless you all. 

Claire, Parish Nurse 
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PLUMBLINE)
PLUMBING)AND)HEATING)ENGINEER)
PROFESSIONAL+DOMESTIC+PLUMBING+SERVICE+

Call)John)on)
01223)893903)

Fully+Qualified+and+Insured+

Including+Property+Maintenance+
PainEng:+Tiling:+Plastering:+Carpentry+++++++++

Friendly+and+Reliable+Service+ No+Job+Too+Small+

Supcik@talktalk.net+

OPEN AS USUAL



September 2020

The Romanies 
I was interested to read Colin’s article.  Having 
worked with the traveller community in Cambridge 
for several years, I have some understanding of the 
prejudice they face from people who have not had the 
opportunity or shown a willingness to get to know 
them and gain an understanding of their way of life. 
It was therefore refreshing to see that a local resident 
has taken the time to get to know the family and 
attempt to breakdown some of the mistrust that may 
exist.  

Jan Davey 

The Romanies - A Further Update 
I received much heart-warming positive feedback on 
my update on the Romanies in August’s Challenge, 
and sadly one negative comment, from someone who 
thought that the piece was racist and patronising.  The 
editor and I are sorry that this person was upset, and I 
have decided to add to my article, to clear up some 
possible misapprehensions. 
I received a very warm welcome on my visit to the 
Romanies in June and we agreed that much water had 
passed under the bridge since our first meeting some  

16 months ago.  I believe that Jean 1 and Robert 
appreciated me visiting and engaging them in 
conversation because, unfortunately, most of their 
interaction with the communities that they visit is not 
as pleasant.  Very few people are willing to engage 
and any interaction is mostly left to the curate's egg 
which is officialdom.  Indeed, I was on the receiving 
end of negative behaviour from passers-by while I 
was talking to them. 
Neither Jean 1 nor Robert are able to read or write, 
and, I believe, they appreciate the fact that I cared to 
take the time to engage with them.  Incidentally, they 
introduced themselves with the names Jean 1 and  
Jean 2. 
I would encourage us all to be hospitable and to 
engage with visitors to our community.  Some of these 
visitors might be quite different to us, but it is far 
better to meet and engage in conversation rather than 
ignoring them or, indeed, carping from the sidelines. 
I look forward to providing a further update if and 
when Jean 1 and Jean 2 and Robert return.  However, 
my concern is that I may never see them again.  
Jean 1 insisted on shaking hands, which implies she 
thought the same. 

Colin McCall 
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www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:

What’s On Directory Parish Council 
Parish History Local Sports Village Hall Events 
Church News Parish Matters Village Calendar

Please send us your contributions, events, 
notices, photos and comments.

The Chestnut Tree 
West Wratting 

CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the relaxed 

charm of a village local with a traditional menu of 
hearty home cooked food. 

Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus  
a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished bars  

or in our beautiful garden. 
You won’t find any gimmicks here,  

just a great village pub! 
01223 290384 

www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk

[cocoon] 
wellbeing + beauty 

Waxing  
OPI manicures + pedicures 
Comfort Zone Facials  
Massage + aromatherapy  
Gifts + vouchers  
inner lather Soaps 

01223 290886 
High Street, West Wickham 

LOCAL DELIVERY OF 

HAND-MADE SOAP

http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
http://www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• Drains Unblocked Fast• Toilets, Baths & Sinks• Guttering & Downpipes• Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys• High Pressure Water Jetting• Domestic & Industrial• All Work Guaranteed 
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est. 1974

SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES

STILL OPEN FOR EMERGENCIES

∆ Eastern Counties Oil Services
✓ Boiler and range cooker servicing
✓ Grant boilers registered G-One Plus installer
✓ Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant boilers
✓ Pressurised hot water systems registered installer
✓ All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken
✓ 24 hour emergency service available

Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk

 OPEN AS USUAL

Topping Rolling Harrowing Weed spraying Fertilising

Please contact Bradley Goss for a free consultation/quotation

Tel: 07777 676766 E: bradley.goss@hotmail.com

Gary and Sam’s Gardening 
Service 

We offer a professional garden 
maintenance service.  We are highly 

experienced in all aspects of 
gardening.  We cater for all size 

gardens, from large estates to small 
gardens, school grounds, council 
contracts, farms, and campsites.  
• Lawn care: cutting to various 

finishes, moss control, aerating, 
scarifying, feeding & weeding 

• Grass strimming  
• Border design & maintenance, 

planting, weeding, shrub care,  
pruning, mulching 

• Hedge planting, cutting, pruning 
• Tree planting 
• Bulb planting  
• Allotment maintenance, crop 

planting, rotavating, weeding  
• Design and create wildlife gardens 
• Ponds and water features  
• Fencing, and outdoor painting 

(fences, sheds, summer houses etc) 
• Patio and paving pressure washing  

Call us today for a free quote.  
No obligation. 

Gary – 07598 307035 
Gary.kendall@me.com 
Sam – 07513 819043 

Samanthawhiting@gmail.com 

PEST CONTROL SERVICES  
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC 

CLUSTER FLIES, LOFT AREA,  
RABBITS, RATS, 

MICE, MOLES, WASPS & INSECTS 

CONTACT R DANIELS 

01223 290570 / 07773 682676 

Beautiful fabrics, thread and 
haberdashery 

Studio open by appointment 
only; website coming soon  
Rhiannon:   01223 291490 / 07519 761498 

email :  andsewwebegin@gmail.com 
Facebook:  And sew we begin 

Please note face coverings must be worn. 
Contactless payment available. 

ORCHARD HOUSE, 7 HONEY HILL, WEST WRATTING, CB215NQ

mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
mailto:john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
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Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study 
The last hurrah of summer is here, which means the 
Marsh Tits are coming back out of the woods to hit 
your garden feeders with gusto.   
Please welcome to the fold three new recruits to 
Johnny and Emma's Moat House feeders: Green over 
White over Red ‘Henry’, Red over Blue over Red 
‘Dora’, and Red over White over Blue ‘Rosa’.  We've 
needed to expand the colour combinations for Moat 
House birds, so they can now have a lower Red colour 
or a Blue colour.   
If you see any of our 47 ringed Marsh Tits, or any 
unringed Marsh Tit, during your day, please let us 
know:  cambsmarti@gmail.com,  
m_stammers@btinternet.com  or Challenge..  Thank 
you!   
Like us, you may have noticed a decline in Swifts 
nesting in our villages.  One of the reasons appears to 
be nest competition with Starlings.  Last month, 
Trevor Westley saw a Starling attacking a Swift on the 
ground in his Weston Colville garden.  He rescued the 
bird and released it the following morning.  As the 
Swift flew away, a Starling made a beeline for it, 
knocked it to the ground and killed it.  This gruesome 
behaviour has been seen before; one of our BTO 

ringers, Val Bentley, successfully rescued a grounded 
Swift from an attacking Starling in North Devon 
many years ago.  Dick Newell of 'Action for Swifts' 
had this to say: "Starlings can be very aggressive to 
Swifts especially when they are nesting close together. 
They can share the same nest site, as the Swifts are 
arriving when Starlings are finishing their first, and 
usually only, brood.  If they overlap then that can 
mean trouble.  They can also behave remarkably like 
woodpeckers, enlarging nest box hole size.  To try to 
keep Starlings out of the Cambridge Swift tower we 
glued pieces of stripwood on the bottom of all the 
entrances to reduce the size.  The Starlings just 
chipped away at it until they got in."  Our very own 
Joyce Oliver agrees: “that’s exactly what happens in 
my roof some years, if the Swifts arrive while the 
Starlings still have chicks.  The Starlings try to drive 
off the Swifts.“   
Dick and his Spanish colleagues have developed 
various solutions to this problem.  One is a small 
metal plate with a 65 x 28 mm horizontal slot in it, 
installed over the nest hole.  Critically, the 28mm 
height excludes Starlings.  Where the entrance is an 
odd shape which precludes a metal plate, eg in 
stonework and under eaves of houses, a suitable nest 
hole is formed by filling the entranceway with mortar 
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I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD
Your Local Company for 

Driveways 
Patios 

Foundations 
Drainage 

Site Clearance

Please call 
Ian Boreham on 07831672907 or 
Simon Boreham on 07768821364

The Street · Great Thurlow · Suffolk CB9 7LA 
Tel: 01440 783248   www.thurlowgarage.co.uk

MOT & CAR CARE CENTRE
GARAGE

Digital recording of Service History

For a friendly and reliable 
personal service call now.

STILL HERE!
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around a former; when the former is removed, a nest 
hole is left which excludes Starlings.  Read more 
about forming nest holes at https://

actionforswifts.blogspot.com/2016/06/entrances-cast-

in-situ_1.html.   
Dick is prepared to sell us metal plates at cost (about 
£1 each, incl p&p) and lend us some formers, if 
people are interested in helping Swifts continue to 
nest in their houses and outbuildings next year?  
Swifts have a hard enough time migrating to and from 
South Africa every year, without being attacked by the 
locals when they're here.  Starlings can nest 
elsewhere; Swifts can't.  Due to their extra-long wings 
and very short hairy legs, Swifts need the clear 
airspace around eaves and roofs to get airborne.   

Alex Inzani and the South Cambs. Ringing Group  

Helping Hands 
Helping Hands was a community car scheme based in 
Balsham which provided transport for residents of 
various local villages, principally to medical 
appointments.  Unfortunately the scheme had to stop, 
mainly because the organisers and drivers were older 
people and needed to self-isolate during the Covid-19 
crisis. 
A new organisation of volunteers, called the Balsham 
Good Neighbour Scheme (BGNS), is being set up, 
and has been invited to take over the organisation of 

Helping Hands.  Are there any people in the villages 
served by Challenge magazine who would be 
interested in becoming a driver for the scheme? 
You could offer as much or as little time towards the 
scheme as you feel able, and claim a mileage 
allowance.  You would need to inform your vehicle 
insurers that you are taking part in a voluntary car 
scheme and there should be no additional cost for you.  
You would also need to have a DBS (Disclosure and 
Barring Service) check and provide the names of two 
people for character references. 
If you are interested in taking part in this scheme, 
which is part of Cambridgeshire Community 
Transport, feel free to contact me at 
balshamgns@gmail.com or text or phone me on 07508 
430057. 

Steve Jordan 
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Marsh Mail 
It has been an exceptional year for us 
all, but in particular our Year 11 
students who have foregone their 
traditional school leavers’ 
experiences and rites of passage.  While examinations 
are typically stressful, they are an important 
demarcation of the end of secondary education and 
capture students’ academic accomplishments.  
This year, the awarding of GCSEs was replaced by a 
Centre Assessed Grade process.  This involved 
teachers estimating the grades that students would 
have achieved had they sat the exams, using their best 
professional judgements.  Subject rankings of 
predicted grades were then scrutinised and moderated 
by subject teams and senior leaders.  The government 
decided that the Centre Assessed Grades would stand 
without moderation, aside from some students’ grades 
increasing as a result of a centrally applied algorithm. 
Now, more than ever, it is important to recognise and 
celebrate students’ broad educational and personal 
achievements.  I am proud of LVC students’ stoicism 
and resilience as their time at LVC ended prematurely. 
There are many examples of students who have 
shown exceptional determination, compassion and  

drive during these challenging times.  All have been a 
delight to watch grow into exceptional young people 
during their time at the college.  We wish them every 
success in the next step of their education, careers and 
lives.  
As we enter September our focus is on fully 
reopening the college safely to all students and staff. 
Extensive planning and preparation has been 
underway during the summer holiday to ensure that 
the site and systems are ready for all of our students to 
return to school full time.  
Many changes have had to be implemented to make 
this possible and to adhere to government guidance. 
This includes zoning the school site for different year 
groups, creating nomadic specialist teaching, and 
staggering break and lunch times to reduce movement 
and minimise close contact between students in 
different year groups.  This is in addition to enhanced 
cleaning and hygiene measures.  
We are all looking forward to seeing our young people 
back at school and benefiting from face to face 
teaching again.  The school community’s ability to 
adapt and care for each other has been evident during 
this crisis.  

Helena Marsh 
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Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free 
care for both you and your cat. 

01223 880707 
info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk 

Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge,  CB21 5HE 

Feline better!

STILL 
OPEN

SMB GAS 
CALOR GAS 
DELIVERIES 

NEW TO NEWMARKET AND SURROUNDING 
VILLAGES.   CALL FOR A QUOTE OR TO CHECK 

DELIVERY AREA


01638 570046 
mandy@sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk

TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants

Independent, specialist service for:

Small Business • Self Assessment
Personal Taxation

Free initial consultation – no obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING

Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham

Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham

Tel: 01223 830044. www.tpaccounts.co.uk
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Courses for October 2020 
The Linton Area Learning Alliance (LALA) course 
for this coming October will be on line via Zoom.  
The tutor will be Ian McLachlan, an aviation history 
expert, who will present ‘Glory Days and Golden 
Girls’ described as: ‘Peace, progress and problems 
prior to war's gathering clouds; daring young men and 
women challenge the skies; shrinking the globe; air-
racing adventures; airship heydays’.  The seven week 
course will be on Tuesday mornings and will include 
breaks for you to move about and make a drink. 
The Great Bradley WEA group will also offer a Zoom 
course from the same lecturer on Wednesday 
mornings, entitled ‘Ladies of the Air’.  Ian McLachlan 
will talk about the adventurous aerial journeys of the 
female pioneers from 19th Century ballooning to aerial 
combat in WW2, including Hitler’s female pilots. 
Please contact Sue Mudge for further information and 
enrolment details for these courses.  

Sue Mudge, Chair, Linton LALA 
mudges.linton@btinternet.com, 01223 892737 
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Field Compost Ltd
We’ll Help Your Garden Grow

www.fieldcompost.co.uk
sales@fieldcompost.co.uk

01440 966966

Soil Improvers
Composts
Manure

Soil
Bark

Woodchip
Mulch

Lawn Care
Horticultural Sundries

As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice 
for all your accountancy and tax requirements 

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in 
to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill 

! 01440 762024 
www.hackettgriffey.com 

HOME ANIMAL CARE 
Let me take care of your pets,  
while you are out at work or away 
on holiday.  I am a very responsible 
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ 
experience.  I am fully insured and would like to 
have the opportunity to care for your pets. 

Phone: Catherine  01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk 
catherineneale9@icloud.com 

    National Association of Registered Pet Sitters

DAYCARE 
AVAILABLE

MOPS HAIR SALON

HAIR BY JO DENNY
WOMEN | MEN | CHILDREN

CUTTING & COLOURING

41 LINTON HIGH STREET  |  T: 01223 893 285
(BEHIND BOSWELL’S BAKERY)

• Carpets, Vinyl and more 
• Experienced, professional and friendly service 
• Free no-obligation quotation 
• Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all 

budgets 
• Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own home/workplace 
• Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits you 
• Unbeatable prices 

Reed Flooring

07909 110772    01279 815185 
reedflooring@gmail.com      www.reedflooring.co.uk

Measure . Supply . Fit
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2020 Flu Clinics 
In the wake of coronavirus, it is more important than 
ever to have your flu vaccination.  However, with 
Covid-19 comes the challenge as to how to vaccinate 
10,000 Granta patients in a socially-distanced manner. 
Duxford Imperial War Museum has very kindly 
agreed to help us and we will be holding ‘drive-
through’ flu clinics on Saturday 3rd October and 
Saturday 17th October.  If you cannot get to these 
clinics please don’t worry; we will make sure that the 
patients who can’t attend or who cannot drive will be 
seen in smaller clinics at our surgeries.  If you are 
housebound separate arrangements will be made. 
Patients eligible for a free NHS flu vaccination 
include those patients who will be 65 years old before 
31st March 2021, and those patients over 6 months of 
age and up to and including 64 years of age if they fall 
into one or more of the ‘at risk’ groups.  Details of the 
‘at risk’ groups can be found on our website.  If you 
are unsure if you are eligible for a free vaccination 
please feel free to ring us and we can let you know. 
The government has now extended the flu programme 
to include everyone 50 years old and over, plus 
household members of shielded patients.  However, 
NHS England wants us to prioritise the ‘at risk’ 

patients first, and the new second cohort of patients 
will be vaccinated towards the end of the year.  We 
will send out further details as soon as we have them. 
Children aged 2 years old and 3 years old are 
automatically eligible to be vaccinated by us.  These 
will be done in our surgeries.  Children from 4 years 
old to 11 years old will be vaccinated at school, unless 
they fall into an ‘at risk’ category. 
Appointment slots should be available to book from 
the end of August.  Keep an eye on our website for 
further details.  Please note that you MUST pre-book 
your flu appointment.  Please do not just turn up on 
the day – you will be sent away.  
If you should decide to stay on and visit the museum 
after your vaccination, you will have to pre-book 
tickets in advance through the IWM website 
www.iwm.org.uk/visits/iwm-duxford.  You will not be 
able to purchase tickets for the museum on the day. 
We would like to say a massive thank you to Duxford 
Imperial War Museum for accommodating us in this 
fantastic community collaboration. 

Sandra East, Granta Communications 
(0300 234 5555,  sandra.east@nhs.net) 
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Jo’s Cleaning Services

Established 
since 1994

Call me on 
07900 601835

Email me at 
joanne10664@gmail.com

Jo Taylor

IRONING SERVICE  
PICK UP AND DROP OFF 

FANTASTIC 
SPACIOUS 
SETTING 

OPENING TIMES 
8:45 TO 3:15 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
TERM TIMES 

BURROUGH GREEN 
PLAYGROUP 

ENROLL NOW FOR SEPT 2020 
Email – burroughgreenplaygroup@gmail.com 
Web – burroughgreenplaygroup.weebly.com 

01638 506003 
 

15 & 30 HOURS 
FUNDING 
AVAILABLE FOR 
2 – 5   YEAR 
OLDS 

New Foot Health Clinic  
now open in Withersfield 

Caroline Pinkham-Smith 
MCFHP      MAFHP 

Nail trimming, Corns, Callus, Cracked heels, 
Fungal & Thickened nails,  

Ingrowing toenails, Athlete’s foot, Verrucas 

01440 421798 
www.rosehillfoothealth.co.uk
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You can now get your medicines delivered for free . .  
and you don’t have to be a Granta patient!  For further 
information and to sign up for this great new service 
from your local community pharmacy simply call 
01223 727530 or email capccg.grantadispensing@nhs.net    

Food for our Future 
In October, SCDC and Cambridge Sustainable Food 
are teaming up to challenge communities to reduce 
their carbon footprint by shrinking their food waste, 
which shrinks the carbon emissions produced and the 
impact that waste is having on the planet.  
We will keep our website updated with news of the 
campaign throughout October: 
www.cambridgesustainablefood.org    

Bea Brown  (bea@cambridgesustainablefood.org) 

Home Renovation Advice 
Local charity Cambridge Carbon 
Footprint is offering free advice on 
how to renovate your home to make it 
more comfortable and energy 
efficient, with online home tours and talks running 
between 14th September and 20th October.  
For further details and registration, contact: 
openecohmes.org/autumnseason.   

Alana Sinclair 

September 2020 
Sun 13 Weston Colville oil co-operative deadline  
Sat 12 Balsham Autumn Market 

October 2020 
Thur 1 Poetry, via Zoom 
Wed 7 Weston Colville Cinema Club
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Revd Iain McColl  
 tel: 890693  email: mccoll.iain@gmail.com 
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest   
 tel: 892288  email: revkathy@hotmail.co.uk 
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister 
 tel: 290396  email: steven@juicyfruitsuk.com 
Jeanine Kennedy, Lay Pioneer Minister 
 email: jeaninekennedygv@gmail.com

Editor: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:  
editor@challengemag.co.uk 

Thank you for all your articles, news, etc.  If these are sent by 
email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a reply, 

your items haven’t been received, so please resend.  Some 
contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, 

and are published at the discretion of the editor. 
October issue’s copy date  

Sunday 20th September

Black bins: Monday 7th & 21st September, 
  Monday 5th & 19th October 
Blue & green bins:    
 Tuesday 1st, Monday 14th & 28th September,  
  Monday 12th & 26th October

Churchwardens:   
St Mary’s –  Ian Ashbridge (291344) 
St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain (403415) 
Church Administrator:  Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,  
 7churches.seven@gmail.com,  01223 891443 
Weston Colville Parish Clerk:  Jess Ashbridge, 
   jess@agrarian.biz 
West Wratting Parish Clerk:  Jenny Richards,  
   j.richards597@btinternet.com,  01223 665260  
Parish Nurse:  Claire Gillett, 
 7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com, 07498 994205 
Community Warden:  Carol Poll, 
carol.poll@ageukcap.org.uk  07436 102865

DIARY

SEPT 9 am 10 am 4 pm

6th Time of Prayer (Zoom)  
Revd Iain McColl

13th
Morning Worship     
(West Wickham)  
Revd Kathy Bishop  

Time of Prayer (Zoom)       
Jeanine Kennedy

Open Air Worship   
(Weston Colville)  
Steven Wheeler

20th
Open Air Worship  
(Balsham)        
Revd Iain McColl

Time of Prayer (Zoom)  
Revd Iain McColl

Open Air Worship  
(Great Abington) 
Revd Iain McColl 
& Jeanine 
Kennedy

23rd
Morning Worship  
(West Wratting) 
Revd Kathy Bishop  

Time of Prayer (Zoom)  
Revd Iain McColl

Open Air Worship  
(Hildersham ) 
Revd Iain McColl

27th
Morning Worship  
(West Wickham ) 
Alistair Collen 

Time of Prayer (Zoom)  
Steven Wheeler

Open Air Harvest 
Worship  
(Hildersham) 
Revd Iain McColl

R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET

• All Chimneys Swept• Solid Fuel, Oil & Gas• Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted• Stoves Repaired & Inspected• Carpets Cleaned• Competitive Prices• Very Clean• Family Business• Public Liability Insurance
☎ Newmarket (01638) 662439  

Est 
1974

BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP


