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Weston Colville Winter Lunch
Join us for the popular Weston Colville Winter Lunch. There are only 60 seats, so book early!
If you would like to help us put on this lunch please let Emma Kaye know ( moathouse@icloud.com ). We will need lots of help preparing vegetables and making puds.

	Enjoy a classic
Sunday Roast Lunch
on 23rd February at 12.30 for 13.00 at the Reading Room
Vegetarian options	Yummy puds!
Bar and raffle
A great social occasion, delicious food, and fundraiser for St Mary’s.
£18 each, or £40 per ‘family ticket' (two adults and up to two children under 12); under 3s are free.
Welcome drink included Tickets from: jane@janepryor.co.uk


[image: ]Tea and Cakes
January’s gathering was well attended, and we are so pleased with the success of Tea and Cakes. In case
you have never been, we offer tea, coffee, squash and a selection of cakes, along with table
tennis and a selection of games. We would like to think we cater for people of all ages and aspire to create a welcoming atmosphere where we can come together as a community. I'd really like to encourage you to come along if you're free on the third Friday afternoon in the month. We will meet next on Friday 21st February, 3.30 - 5 pm at the Reading Room.
Melanie (291319)

Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting
We will be celebrating our five year anniversary at the next café, on Saturday 1st February between 10.30 am and noon in the village hall. Please come and join us to celebrate!
The café continues to provide a wonderful, informal setting to meet up as a community once a month.
Children’s craft and play entertainment is always catered for. Periodically, there will also be stalls set up selling various goods. Over the last five years, the café has helped raise funds towards Buttercups Pre- School, Granta School, village events such as the street party, harvest supper and summer BBQs, children’s Little Movers events and, most recently, our beautiful new West Wratting playground.
The café works by different volunteers kindly offering to serve and donate cakes and savoury bites every month. If you are interested in helping serve, clear up or baking, please do get in touch!
 (
Café Church
Sunday 9
th 
February 4 - 5 pm
West Wratting Church
Dr Amy Donovan
Research
 
Volcanologist,
University of
 
Cambridge
‘Volcanoes: Where is God in Environmental Disaster?’
Tea, coffee and cakes 
Fun activities for children 
Everyone, all ages, very welcome
)Sherry (290070) and Catherine (291307)
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Email me at
 joanne10664@gmail.com
Call me on
07900 601835
Jo’s Cleaning Services
Established since 1994
Jo 
Taylor
)


Weston Colville Seniors
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 11th February in the Reading Room, at the new time of 2 pm.
Charlotte will get us going with our chair yoga session after a nice warming cup of tea, and this will be followed by our own Tim Cockerill’s talk and presentation on ‘The History of Weston Colville’.
We are a small friendly group who would love to welcome new members. We are open to anyone over 60 from any of our local villages. If you would like to know more please contact me.
Val Scott (290837, valscakesuk@gmail.com)
West Wratting Crafty Morning Drop In The January ‘Drop In’ started off with everyone in fine spirits after the holidays. Amazingly we all
managed to bring along a different craft, including a fascinating one called needle punch!
Crafty Drop In is a great place to chat and catch up with fellow crafters. We swap ideas, pick up tips, get inspiration, maybe learn a new craft, and of course eat some homemade cake with a cuppa!
All are welcome including non crafters, so please just DROP IN to West Wratting village hall any time between 10 am and 12.30 on the second Wednesday of the month to see what it's all about. No charge, just a small donation towards the village hall is much appreciated.
Rhiannon (291490)
West Wratting Over 60s
There will be the usual monthly get together for lunch at The Chestnut Tree on Wednesday 5th February at
12.30 pm. Anyone wishing to join in with us, please contact me for further information.
Wendy Halls (290211)

Weston Colville Cinema Club Our February film will be on Wednesday 5th. Following the reception of the Jack Lemmon comedy ‘The Odd
[image: ]Couple’ last autumn, we will be showing another
[image: ]comedy, ‘Some Like it Hot’ with Tony Curtis, starting at
7.30 pm.

All welcome, introduction to films, refreshments available, donations.
Jacqueline Douglas (291475, jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com)

Weston Colville Circular Walk
[image: ]The weather was on our side for our New Year’s Day walk via Willingham Green and Carlton. Our next walk, of approximately five miles, will
be on Saturday 28th March, meeting in the Reading Room at 10 am. BYO lunch and maybe something to share back in the Reading Room afterwards. Come and join us – all welcome, refreshments available.
Enquiries: 291475, jacquelinetheteacher@hotmail.com
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE
We offer a professional and reliable service from lawn mowing to new planting projects. Other services include tree surgery and hedge cutting.
Please telephone Zara or Francis at
Napier Garden Planning
Tel : 01638 508847
Westley Waterless, Newmarket e-mail: 
napierfz@aol.com
)	[image: ]
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Swap Shop for Weston Colville
I have realised that my passion for making conserves may have got slightly out of hand, which leads me to think that it might be worth sounding the village to see if there is any appetite (excuse the pun) for swapping 'stuff' – I have a lot of conserves from spicy carrot chutney to Dundee marmalade. I will hopefully be having excess duck and chicken eggs in the spring and possibly home grown lamb, pork sausages and bacon. Do you have anything to swap – be it food, drink or skills? Is anyone interested in getting together to discuss how we could take this forward?
If so please contact me on 290076 or message me on 07894 655116.

Cats Needing New Home
Two mature West Wratting cats (one male, one female) are looking for new home/s. Both are microchipped and neutered/spayed; the male is black
with white paws, about 9 years old, while the female is tortoiseshell, about 5 years old.

Jackie Brearley



 (
Challenge
)[image: ]Pop-Up Pub, Weston Colville Save the date for the next pop-up pub, on Friday 6th March in the Reading Room from 6.30 - 10 pm. Further
details in March’s [image: ].
Jeremy Newton (newtonjed@gmail.com)


The Chestnut Tree
Firstly we would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year! Having enjoyed a very busy festive period, we will be taking a couple of days off for a break. Therefore, please note that we will not be serving food from Tuesday 18th to Thursday
20th February. This will mean that the Lunch Club will be a week later, on 27th February.
The pub will be open as usual for drinks and the collection of prescriptions, and all will be back to normal serving food from Friday 21st February.
Peter & Rachel

Anyone interested should please contact 07769
655693.

[image: ]	 (
Charter
 
House
 Burrough Green Newmarket Suffolk  CB8
 
9NG
JAGGARD 
&
 
SON
FIREWOOD
quality logs cut and split to
 
requirement
COAL
solid fuel to suit all
 
fires
MULCH
graded woodchip for gardens etc
01638
 
507330
07766
 
566226
rdjaggardandson@btinternet.com
)
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[image: ]West Wratting Progressive Supper
Thanks to all who took part in the progressive supper in January. The evening was great fun and we have been able to donate £410 to the West Wratting Playground fund.
Sherry and Tamara

West Wratting Playground Improvement
A big thank you to everyone who has helped with the fundraising for the new playground. Our grants have now been approved and all our village fundraising is now complete.
Work to build our new playground began on 14th January. Action Play and Leisure, who are

Postage Stamps
Many thanks to those of you who saved your stamps over Christmas and delivered them to Nine Chimney House – much appreciated. I was able to take a good wodge to Little St Mary's Church, Cambridge, for their onward journey, overseen by two members of the LSM congregation.
All of the stamps were either posted or taken to ‘Embrace the Middle East’, a Christian charity based in Amersham. They were then carefully sorted by their Stamp Fellowship and sold on to dealers to raise money for the Helen Keller School in Jerusalem.
Joanna

Granta Vale Community Hubs

providing the equipment and doing all the work, anticipate that it will take about 6 - 8 weeks. During this time the area will be closed and fenced off for safety. The old swings will remain outside the enclosure and open to be used for as long as possible,

– Friendship, Community and Care Balsham Church Institute, Church Lane, Balsham CB21 4DS on Thursday 6th February, 2 - 4 pm.

Granta Vale

before they are removed.
We are looking forward to having a lovely new playground, with a few original features, for all to enjoy.
The Playground Improvement Team

Abington Institute, 66 High Street, Great Abington
CB21 6AB on Tuesday 25th February, 2 - 4 pm.
The Parish Nurse will be there as well as a representative from REACH. Free tea, coffee and cake, and the opportunity to meet others.
[image: ]7churches@community.gmail.com )
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Reed Flooring
Measure . Supply . Fit
Carpets, 
Vinyl 
and
 
more
Experienced, professional and friendly
 
service
Free no-obligation
 
quotation
Domestic and commercial – a wide range of products to suit all budgets
Samples brought to you in the comfort of your own
 
home/workplace
Measuring and fittings arranged for a time that suits
 
you
Unbeatable
 
prices
07909 110772 01279 815185
reedflooring@gmail.com
www.reedflooring.co.uk
)	 (
Field Compost Ltd
We’ll Help Your Garden Grow
Soil Improvers Composts Manure
Soil Bark
Woodchip
Mulch Lawn
 
Care
Horticultural Sundries
www.fieldcompost.co.uk
sales@fieldcompost.co.uk
01440 966966
)

 (
JACKSON & JACKSON, BABYSITTING SERVICE
We
 
are
 
two
 
friendly,
 
local
 
teenagers aged
 
14
 
(school
 
year
 
10)
 
who
 
live
 
in 
Weston
 
Colville
We
 
successfully
 
babysit
 
children
 
aged 
2+
 
years
We cover Weston Colville, West Wratting,
 
West
 
Wickham
 
&
 
Balsham
Competitive
 
fees
Emily
 
Jackson
01223
 
291258
Holly
 
Jackson
01223
 
290854
)	 (
121 Reiki and Crystal Healing Relaxation Classes Community Reiki Clinic
You deserve a moment to relax and let go
 
 
Faye@KalmaReiki.co.uk
 
@KalmaReiki
! 
07815 608897
)[image: ][image: ]
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[image: ]West Wratting Book Club
In December, ten of us including partners had a very enjoyable meal at The Chestnut Tree. Instead of reviewing a book we had readings on the subject of Christmas and giving presents in general, which meant we heard excerpts from works ranging from ‘Beowulf’ (including in the original Anglo-Saxon) to ‘Letters from Father Christmas’ by J R R Tolkien.
 (
PEST CONTROL SERVICES
AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC
C
LUSTER 
F
LIES
, L
OFT 
A
REA
, R
ABBITS
, R
ATS,
M
ICE
, M
OLES, 
W
ASPS 
& I
NSECTS
C
ONTACT 
R D
ANIELS 
01223 290570 / 07773 682676
)Our book for January was ‘Milton Place’ by Elisabeth de Waal. As well as being the grandmother of Edmund de Waal, best known for ‘The Hare with Amber Eyes’, she studied philosophy, law and economics, completing her doctorate in 1923. Having married a Dutchman she lived in Paris and Switzerland before settling in Tunbridge Wells in 1939, her family having become victims of the Anschluss of Austria. Most of us who read the book enjoyed it very much with comments of “found it easy to read”, “couldn’t put it down”, and “a page turner”. The themes addressed in the story include the changes in values and social attitudes, the lack of appreciation of old things or people, and the wish to replace them for new, typical of the 1950s when it is set. The story revolves around an old man, Mr Barlow, looking forward to a peaceful decline in the setting of his

large, somewhat run-down house and his beloved garden, his two daughters who have very different ideas, and his 18 year old grandson. Into this mix comes the daughter of a woman with whom he had a short but intense romantic encounter many years before in Vienna. We were particularly struck by the detailed and evocative descriptions of the eponymous house and its gardens. One of our number compared it to a 1950s black & white film à la ‘Brief Encounter’. However, although most of the characters were attractive, or at least well-drawn, some felt that the main female protagonist was somewhat two-dimensional, and in particular, that she did not reflect on the somewhat predictable effects of her actions. One person was put off by the occasional editorial error. Comparison was made to ‘Bleak House’ and in the afterword by Peter Stansky of Stanford University, to ‘Mansfield Park’, ‘Howards End’ and ‘Brideshead Revisited’. Scores were between 7 and 8.5, and we would recommend it.
We will next meet on Wednesday 12th February at the earlier time of 7.30 pm to talk about ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ by Delia Owens.
Linda Gorman

 (
COUNTRY GARDENS & LANDSCAPES
FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED REFERENCES AVAILABLE
AS FEATURED IN GARDENERS WORLD MAGAZINE
HARD AND SOFT LANDSCAPING, PATIOS, BLOCK PAVING, DRIVEWAYS, FENCING, TREE SURGERY, HEDGE CUTTING, TURFING, GARDEN MAINTENANCE, PLANTING
MOB: 07795 364135
TEL: 01440 761028 
ALEX.COLMAN@BTINTERNET.COM
)[image: ]	 (
PLUMBLINE
PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC PLUMBING SERVICE
Including Property Maintenance PainEng: Tiling: Plastering: Carpentry
Call John on 01223 
893903
Supcik@talktalk.net
Fully Qualiﬁed and Insured
Friendly and
 
Reliable
 
Service
No Job 
Too
 
Small
)
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[image: ]Weston Colville Oil Co-operative
Ordering deadline:	noon, Sunday 9th February. Church End to the bottom of Mill Hill:
Alastair Douglas (291475, or salguoda@hotmail.co.uk)
Chapel Road, Common Road, Horseshoe Lane:
Anne Vidler (290010, or anne.vidler@talk21.com)
Any orders left by email will always be acknowledged; if you do not get a reply, we haven’t received your order. Please don't phone before 8 am or after 10 pm (leave a message during the day). We keep a note of any special requirements, such as needing a phone call the day before delivery to arrange access; please let us know if you wish to change these. The minimum delivery is 500 litres; this is a Trading Standards ruling because of the accuracy of lorry gauges. To get the minimum ask for 500 litres; do not ask for a ‘top up’ because you might get a ‘fill up’.
Orders will be collated and placed shortly after the order deadline and deliveries may or may not begin the same week. If you are close to running out, tell your contact. The price will not be known until the order is placed, and the supplier may ring for payment before delivery (failure to reply to this call may put your order in jeopardy) or bill you direct after delivery.
Please ensure we have your correct address and post code because some deliveries have been delayed due to the lack of correct information.

Poppy Appeal, 2019
The Poppy Appeal in November was excellent. All previous collection totals for the four villages (Balsham, West Wratting, West Wickham and Weston Colville) have been topped, even though it is no longer possible to do house to house collections in Weston Colville and West Wickham, where collections have now been limited to activities in the village halls. Poppies were available in Balsham at the post office and the coffee shop and both pubs, and at The Chestnut Tree in West Wratting.
As the area Honorary Poppy Appeal Organiser, I am incredibly grateful to all the loyal collectors. Many of the collectors who helped in my first year, 1995, are still doing so now.
Thank you to all those people and places and, of course, to everyone who has donated – the end total will be £2,620.71. In West Wratting, thanks to the generosity of villagers, donations totalled £433.22. If anyone has any ideas for where poppies can be available for villagers of Weston Colville during the
traditional two week collection period in 2020, please contact me; thank you for donations from the village which came to £24.90.
 (
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West Wratting Oil Syndicate

Anne Vidler

There is no fill-up this month. The next syndicate order will be in March.
Phil Tempest (westwrattingoil@gmail.com)

 (
I & S GROUNDWORKS LTD
Your Local Company for Driveways
Patios Foundations Drainage
Site Clearance
Please call
Ian Boreham on 07831672907 or Simon Boreham on 07768821364
)	 (
Chalice Tree Sew Crafty Workshops
at 7 Honey Hill, West Wratting CB21 5NQ
Adult beginner and refresher sewing lessons available – one to one or group
Bespoke workshops and parties
Rhiannon
 
Waygood
01223
 
291490
07774
 
414085
rhiannonwaygood@yahoo.co.uk
)


[image: ]From the Rectory
In Bristol, where I used to live, there is a place in the heart of one of its shopping quarters called the New Room. It’s the oldest Methodist building in the world and the site of a chapel which John Wesley built in 1739. It has now expanded with a museum, café and adjacent garden but the chapel is still used for worship. Many visitors to the New Room remark on how Charles Wesley’s music has inspired them throughout their lives, and hymns such as ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’ and ‘And can it be that I should gain’ may be heard regularly in the chapel.
It is another reminder of the vital place of music in Christian worship and indeed in Old Testament times; singing and music appear throughout the Old Testament as a way in which people praised God.
Psalm 98 reflects this by saying: “make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises”. For many, an awareness of God’s presence led naturally to worshipping with songs of praise.
There is also a vibrant variety of music within Christian worship today, where ancient hymns rub shoulders with contemporary worship songs, and music from other traditions such as the Iona and Taize

communities is embraced. When I stayed with the ecumenical Christian community in Taize, in eastern France, we sang Taize chants as part of our daily worship and this contemplative music has become a formative influence for many people.
Our church choir, drawn from many villages, continues to be inspired by such a rich repertoire of music and would welcome anyone who is interested in joining over the coming months. The choir practices regularly on Monday evenings in Hildersham Church, but if you would like to take part in a ‘one-off’ service and were able to come along to perhaps two or three Monday evenings in advance or would simply like to try it out, you would also be very welcome. If interested, please do contact our music director, Keith Day, on: keithdday@btinternet.com.
Revd Iain McColl

Thank You
A special thank you to all my dearest friends and neighbours for their help and kind words after my husband's passing. Also a huge thank you to Rev Kathy Bishop for her kindness and the wonderful service she delivered. Thank you and God bless you all.
[image: ]Rita Watts
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET
BRUSH ELECTRIC SWEEP
All Chimneys Swept Solid Fuel, Oil &
 
Gas
Cowls, Nets & Pots Fitted Stoves Repaired &
 
Inspected
Carpets Cleaned
Competitive 
Prices Very
 Clean
Family Business
•
☎
Public Liability Insurance
Newmarke
t
1
9
(
7
0
4
 
1638)
 
662439
Est
)	 (
West Wratting Village
 
Hall
Licensed for entertainment and sale of
 
alcohol
Ideal for:
weddings, family functions, children’s parties,
 
meetings, fundraising events &
 
performances
spacious stage, modern kitchen & separate bar
 
area
disabled facilities
● 
excellent sound
 
system
furniture, crockery, etc also available for
 
hire
01223 290270
wwvhbookings@gmail.com
 
www.westwratting.org.uk/village-hall/
)

[image: ]	 (
01638 428
 
060
01223 832
 
928
www.Rothwells.biz
Carpet Cleaning
Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning
A few points that make us stand out from the others,
Rothwell's has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.
Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning & drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.
We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it's FREE.
Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.
)

Weston Colville Marsh Tit Study
Your Marsh Tits are eating your sunflower hearts with gusto! It's the best time to see them in gardens, as the leaves aren't out and there's little left to eat in the woods. The company Garden Wildlife Direct (www.gardenwildlifedirect.co.uk) sells good
quality sunflower hearts for as little as 98p per kilo, post free over 12.5 kg or £25. If you're referred by an existing customer, you can receive £10 credit each.
Contact me at mastersurfer@gmail.com to put you in touch with people who are already customers.
Being small, Marsh Tits prefer to avoid the bigger birds at the feeders, so tend to turn up in the first hour after dawn and the last hour before sunset. Luckily, both sunrise and sunset are at convenient times in February.
This month is also the time when birds are prospecting for nest sites in earnest. Check your nest boxes soon, to ensure they're dry and clean and not facing north. Then you'll enjoy the cheep of tiny squeaky voices in the spring . . .
 (
Challenge
)Please keep your Marsh Tit sightings coming in to me at cambsmarti@gmail.com, Mel at m_stammers@btinternet.com or to [image: ]. Enjoy the lengthening days and strengthening sunshine!
Alex Inzani & the thawing S Cambs Ringing Group

West Wratting Parish Council
At the meeting held on 13th January the following items were some of the matters discussed. Full draft minutes are posted on the two village noticeboards.
Finance: the budget and precept for 2020/21 were discussed and it was agreed that an increase of 2.5% should be requested, ie £12,044 for 2020/21. The budget will remain as for 2019/2020.
Planning:
a) A letter from Fews Lane Consortium Ltd regarding their concern about changes in planning policy, with a response from South Cambs Planning Dept – Cllr Harvey said this was being discussed by SCDC.
b) Pre/0327/19 – replacing the play equipment. A certificate will be requested from SCDC as this was a ‘permitted permission’ application.
Maintenance:
a) The trees in The Causeway which are diseased will be replaced by three free trees being distributed to parish councils, which the clerk has applied for.
b) Bamboo growth near the Pound – South Cambs are unable to do anything about this until the new house is occupied. The Pound has no growth in it but there are signs round the outside. Weedkiller could be used.

[image: ]
[image: ]	 (
TIM PHILLIPS & Co.
Accountants
Independent, specialist service for:
Small Business • Self Assessment Personal Taxation
Free initial consultation – no
 
obligation
EASY, FREE PARKING
Copley Hill Business Park, Cambridge Rd., Babraham
Off A1307 between Wandlebury and Babraham
Tel: 01223 830044
.
 
www.tpaccounts.co.uk
)
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Please send us your contributions, events,
notices, photos and comments.
Directory
Parish
 
Council
Local
 
Sports
Village Hall 
Events 
Parish
 
Matters
Village
 
Calendar
What’s On
Parish History Church News
www.westwratting.org.uk
for information on:
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R BRISTLEY
9 COLLINGS PLACE, NEWMARKET
SANICLEAN
DRAIN & PLUMBING SERVICES
Drains Unblocked 
Fast 
Toilets, 
Baths &
 
Sinks
Guttering & Downpipes
Drain Repairs & CCTV Surveys
High Pressure Water 
Jetting 
Domestic &
 
Industrial
All Work
 
Guaranteed
☎ 
Newmarket (01638) 662439
Est. 1974
)
 (
February 2020
)

 (
9
)
c) [image: ] (
Feline-only veterinary clinic, providing stress free care for both you and your cat.
01223
 
880707
info@cambridgecatclinic.co.uk
Cox’s Drove, Fulbourn, Cambridge, CB21 5HE
Feline
 
better!
)The chairman thanked Mike Rowland, Chairman of the village hall, for the excellent job carried out on the main hall floor and the kitchen floor.
Recreation ground & pavilion: the damaged litter bin has been replaced and the defibrillator is now back in working order, with the battery replaced. The key availability has still to be decided and so the equipment is not yet functional. The maintenance of the equipment is the responsibility of the WWFC.
Traffic issues & speed restriction equipment:
a) Footpath along Six Mile Bottom Road: enquiries are being made about the possibility and the cost. Also one needs to know to whom the land belongs on either side.
b) Purchase of another SID: again this is ongoing, whether to buy cheaper version or wait and buy a much more high-tech SID costing approx £3,000. There is also the possibility of new statutory regulations.
Play area: work began on 14th January and should be completed in 6 - 8 weeks’ time. The chairman thanked the subcommittee for all their hard work in getting this project up and running so quickly, and the amazing results from their fund raising.

Security code for new gate: the security code to open the gate is C346. The parish clerk should be contacted (665260) if you forget the code. The parish council thanked all the members of the football club who gave their time and provided materials, especially the steel posts. This help was very much appreciated.
The next parish council meeting will be on Monday 9th March.
Jenny Richards, Parish Clerk

International Students Need Host Families Every year, thousands of school-age international students are educated at independent schools across the UK. When their school closes for half term holidays and ‘exeat’ weekends – when all students have to vacate school – international students need a great host family who will provide a welcoming home for them.
Pippa’s Guardians has been providing high quality guardianship services to international students for 21 years and understands how a host family can positively impact on a student’s wellbeing. All host
families are well remunerated, and have the support of a locally based Area Manager as well as our experienced head office team.
Hosting is also a great opportunity to introduce your family to other cultures and languages. Sharing your traditions and family life with an overseas student, knowing that you are helping them during their time in the UK, can be very gratifying and often lifelong friendships are forged. If you think you could offer a student a warm and welcoming home, we would love to hear from you. For further information contact: sarahw@pippasguardians.co.uk


 (
paulnicholson418@gmail.com
)	 (
Weston Colville Reading Room Available for Hire
for Parties, Functions, Fitness, Art, Hobby and Music Groups, and Meetings. Recently renovated with kitchen
and bar facilities and sound equipment. Licence for Alcohol and Live Music.
01223 290292
www.thereadingroom.org.uk
)[image: ]
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The Meadow School, Balsham
This year, we are going to be focusing on the ten ‘Keys to Happier Living’ which can help to make life more fulfilling, and we are hoping to introduce a new ‘key’ each month to the children. This month has been ‘giving’, and we have challenged the children to sign up to a kindness pledge to coincide with World Kindness Challenge.
We have remapped our learning to focus more heavily on both the skills and knowledge aspects of individual subjects. Each topic now has a tight history or geography focus, which is progressive across the school.
January was full of exciting entry points for topics, including a trip out of school. When we talk with the children about what they enjoy most about their learning, trips are always top of the list. The Infants have a geography topic this term, focusing on hot and cold regions of the world. They loved exploring the clues for the topic, frozen within an iceberg! Year 5 and 6 also have a geography topic, North America.
[image: ]Across the year, each year group is taken on at least one trip outside school. Unfortunately some places are less accessible, especially desert and polar regions and North America!

Year 3, 4 and 5 spent the day at Norwich castle, as part of their topic ‘Crime and Punishment’. The children spent the day looking at punishment across the ages, exploring how forensic scientists work and taking part in a mock trial. It was a really inspiring day and they returned to school thoroughly excited to be continuing their learning.
Nichola Connor, Headteacher


[image: ]Marsh Mail
The spring term is a key time for our Year 11s with a tangible shift in attitudes. Students have sat their mock exams and have now
completed their post 16 applications. Students’ focus is now very clearly on finishing their courses and starting revision. It can be a bewildering and confusing time. At times like this I am always impressed by the care and dedication of the teachers and support staff in working with the students. When I have conversations with staff about students at this time of year it is so clear that teaching is a vocation for them as well as a profession. The concern of the staff for the students is genuinely touching to witness.


 (
We service and repair all garden machinery.
We also have a fully stocked showroom with new and secondhand machines ranging from strimmers through to ride-on tractors.
Free collection and delivery.
Gog Magog Mower Services
Unit
 
1,
 
Copley
 
Hill
 
Business
 
Park,
 
Babraham 
01223
 
832894
david@gogmagogmowers.co.uk
 
www.gogmagogmowers.co.uk
)	 (
The Chestnut Tree
West Wratting
CAMRA Cambridgeshire Pub of the Year 2019 
Handsome Victorian Free House combining the 
relaxed 
charm of a village local with a traditional menu of hearty home cooked food.
Constantly changing selection of 4 real ales, plus a real cider, to enjoy in our fully refurbished 
bars 
or in our beautiful garden.
You won’t find any gimmicks here, just a great village pub!
01223 290384
www.chestnuttreepub.co.uk
)
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Caroline Pinkham-Smith
MCFHP   MAFHP
Foot Health
 
Practitioner
Nail Trimming, Corns, Callus, Fungal & Thickened Nails, Cracked Heels, Ingrowing 
Toe 
Nails, Athlete’s Foot,
 Verrucas
07969 253674
Home visits and Clinic appointments available
)	 (
HOME ANIMAL CARE
Let me take care of your pets, while you are out at work or away on 
holiday. 
I am a very
 
responsible
and reliable registered Pet Sitter, with many years’ experience. I am fully insured and would like to have the opportunity to care for your pets.
Phone: Catherine 01223 291411 / 07778 921334 
info@homeanimalcare.co.uk
 
catherineneale9@icloud.com
National Association of Registered Pet Sitters
)

 (
February 2020
)
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)
[image: ][image: ][image: ]Anticipating the future, as far as one can, is also crucial in preparing younger students for life after LVC. The college tries to start this process well in advance. In January over 130 Year 9s participated in the ‘Eyes on the Prize’ event at Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge, where they explored post-16 education and career routes. This event, combined with the Year 9 core exams at the end of January, feeds into students and parents/carers discussing GCSE choices later in the term. It is interesting how the penny starts dropping for students that life after LVC is only a couple of years away.
On a lighter note, the college hosted a wonderful musical ‘Jazz and Sparkle’ get-together on a mid- January Saturday evening. The college main hall was packed as the audience enjoyed great performances by students, Linton Jazz and the Belles Choir. The final piece involved all the performers and provided a fantastic culmination to the night’s events. All money raised went towards ‘REACH’ and the LVC Music Department. We are very grateful to the parents/ carers for organising the event. It was another wonderful example of the Henry Morris ethos of the village college being at the heart of the community.
Doug Brechin, Assistant Principal

Carpet Bowls
Looking for a break from the stresses of everyday life? Why not try carpet bowls? It’s an easy game to learn, suitable for all abilities, the company is great and you can try it out FOR FREE with West Wickham Carpet Bowls Club. We meet every Wednesday,
7 pm - 9.30 pm, in West Wickham Village Hall. Members come from a number of villages and we play the occasional friendly match against other local clubs so there are plenty of opportunities to meet new people. If you decide to join us (and we very much hope you will) it costs just £5 a year and £2.50 each evening you play. We don’t play in a league, simply for enjoyment.
If you would like to give it a go or want further details contact me, Janet Morris, on 290863 or at jmmorris@jmmorris.plus.com

 (
theWI
)Balsham WI
The speaker for our January meeting
was Linda Scoles, with a talk called	INSPIRING WOMEN
‘The Yanks Are Coming!’ which is
the story of the Scoles family who moved to the UK from America after the Vietnam war. What a tonic on a cold and miserable January night.
 (
07899
 
640912
wheatstonecarpentry.co.uk
 
wheatstone.carpentryltd@gmail.com
)Our monthly meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.15 pm at the Meadow School, Balsham.  The WI is open to all people who identify as female and are over the age of 18, and visitors fitting this criteria are always welcome. We are a friendly bunch at Balsham WI so why not come along and meet us? Keep an eye on our Facebook page @balshamwi for more details.  Our next meeting will be on 11th February when our talk will be ‘A Better Understanding of Dementia’ given by Jill Aberdour.
Alison Clarke (894031)

Granta Medical Practices
We are pleased to announce new extended access services for our patients, including:
· Pre-bookable and online appointments from 8 am to 8 pm Monday to Friday at various Granta sites
· Pre-bookable and online appointments on Saturdays at various Granta sites
· Pre-bookable telephone consultations on Sundays and bank holidays.
Please speak to a member of our reception team if you would like further information.
Online services can help with the management of your health care requirements. You can book, amend and cancel appointments, request medication, and see your medical records, including test results. To register, download a form from our website www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk or call in to one of our branches to pick up a SystmOnline Access application form.
Once you have registered for online access you can then also register for the NHS app. With this app you can:
· Check your symptoms
· Find out what to do if you need help urgently
· Register to be an organ donor
· Choose how the NHS uses your data.
For further information about the NHS app, go to:
www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/nhs-services/the-nhs-app/.
Sandra East (sandra.east@nhs.net)

[image: ]2523 (Linton) Squadron Air Training Corps January got off to a strong start for the squadron, with cadets passing classification training exams, which means that we can get our newest recruits
flying in the first allocations for 2020.
We also look forward to weapons training weekends to get all cadets shooting the L98A2 rifle, and to start work towards
marksmanship badges. In the coming weeks we will have a guest speaker from a specialist police fire arms unit, giving a presentation and discussion on what a specialist career in the police can offer.
Our annual presentation evening will be in early February, a fantastic occasion where we enrol new cadets and present certificates, awards, trophies and promotions in front of proud parents and family.


	
[image: ]
As a long established Haverhill firm we are the natural choice for all your accountancy and tax requirements

Contact Jon Griffey, Philip Hackett or Simon Iron or just call in to our offices on the Market Square, 2 Mill Road, Haverhill

    01440 762024
www.hackettgriffey.com


Linton will play host to the annual ATC Sunday parade, which celebrates the formation of the Air Training Corps. Local squadrons will form a parade through the village on the afternoon of 9th February.
We have a good parade strength on squadron and we still have space to welcome new cadets and staff. If you or someone you know would like to find out more about what we offer please do get in touch.
CI Bradley Wright, Training Officer (07943 873272, training.2523@aircadets.org )


Songs from the Movies
Serenata Female Voices present ‘Songs from the Movies' on Saturday 15th February at 4 pm in Holy Trinity Church, Balsham.
Come along, and even join in with us, celebrating the greatest songs from the movies. We have a fantastic programme spanning the last hundred years of cinema, and our Master of Ceremonies will guide and inform you about how music and film have intertwined over the years as cinematic techniques have developed, and share with you some interesting facts (useful for those pub quiz and Pointless questions . . .).
If you need any further incentive we will be serving afternoon tea with home baked cakes (not to be missed!).
Tickets at £12 (£4 for under 18s) are available in advance by calling 01223 892001, or visiting our website www.serenatafemalevoices.co.uk. There should also be tickets available on the door – but why leave it to chance?
Gill Brown


 (
Want to feel empowered and back in control of your life?
We do this together, inspiring you to be who you want to be. We get you to be in action, in communication, knowledgeable, and accountable for your healthy body and mind.
I’ve supported and helped youngsters to airline pilots, head teachers to stay at home mums. I’m known for my
commitment, my passion, understanding real women’s issues, and making a huge impact, leaving my clients feeling mentally uplifted and physically invigorated.
It all begins with a chat, so call or message me:
07791
 
837114
clairefoycoaching@gmail.com
Fully equipped, qualified and insured Specialist Advanced Personal Trainer, NLP Coach and Sports Massage Therapist
)	 (
∆ 
Eastern Counties Oil
 
Services
Boiler and range cooker servicing
Grant boilers registered G-One Plus
 
installer
Free 5 or 10 year guarantee on new Grant
 
boilers
Pressurised hot water systems registered
 
installer
All aspects of plumbing and heating work
 
undertaken
24 hour emergency service available
Weston Colville: 01223 291374 or 07827 810344 
john@easterncountiesoilservices.co.uk
)


The Mammoth Macmillan Quiz
The Mammoth Macmillan Quiz will again be held in the Church Institute in Balsham on Friday
28th February at 7.30. Entry £5.
This quiz is held each year on the last Friday in February, and in places all over Britain and even as far away as Hong Kong, with the aim of raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. Everywhere the quiz starts at the same time, using the same set of questions provided by Macmillan, and it has been recognised by the Guinness Book of Records as the world’s biggest simultaneous quiz. All are welcome to join us, either as teams of up to eight people, or to combine with others to make up a team when you arrive. There are no prizes, this is a money raising event. Bring your own drinks; there will be a few nibbles, bring your own if you want more! There will be a raffle, extra prizes welcome.
Do come to join us for what has been a fun evening each year. It would help if you could let me know if you plan to come, so we know how many tables to put out (but this is not essential).
Gill Brown (893012, gillbrown25@yahoo.co.uk )

Balsham Gardening Club
Our next meeting, at The Meadow School, will be on Tuesday 4th February, 7.15pm for 7.30 pm.
Our speaker, Peter Jackson from Scotsdales Garden Centre, will be advising on the best plants for winter interest. Guests £3; raffle and refreshments. All welcome.
Hazel Leeson

Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service On-call firefighters aren't based at a fire station, instead they carry a pager and respond to emergency incidents as needed.
The service has introduced a new daytime contract to the on-call service, available for anyone who can offer a minimum of 24 hours per week (between 7 am and 7 pm during the week), attend the weekly drill night, and maintain their availability to respond to emergencies by staying within five minutes’ travel time of the fire station. They receive an annual wage plus additional payments for attending incidents and drill nights. Those interested in finding out more can visit www.cambsfire.gov.uk/on-call or contact recruitment@cambsfire.gov.uk

[image: ]

 (
SMB GAS
CALOR GAS 
DELIVERIES
NEW TO NEWMARKET AND SURROUNDING VILLAGES. CALL FOR A QUOTE OR TO 
CHECK 
DELIVERY AREA
01638 570046
mandy@sixmilebottomshoot.co.uk
)	 (
[cocoon]
wellbeing + beauty
Waxing
OPI manicures + pedicures Comfort Zone Facials Massage + aromatherapy Gifts + vouchers
inner lather Soaps
01223 290886
High Street, West Wickham
)[image: ][image: ]


	FEBRUARY SERVICES

	Sunday 2nd
	10.30 am
	Joint Service – family Eucharist with children’s
activities
	Balsham
	Rev Iain McColl. Jeanine Kennedy

	Thursday 6th
	7 pm
	Compline – a contemplative candlelit service
	Weston Colville
	Steven Wheeler

	Sunday 9th
	9.15 am 4 pm
	Morning Prayer – a short service for all ages
Café Church – an informal meeting with visiting
speaker, and children’s activities
	Weston Colville West Wratting
	Steven Wheeler
John & Scilla Harvey

	Sunday 16th
	9.15 am
	Holy Communion – a traditional sung service (joint service with West Wratting)
	Weston Colville
	Rev Dr Carrie Pemberton Ford

	Thurs 20th
	7 pm
	Compline – a contemplative candlelit service
	Weston Colville
	Steven Wheeler

	Sun 23rd
	10.45 am
	Holy Communion – a traditional sung service
(joint service with Weston Colville & West Wickham)
	West Wratting
	Rev Kathy Bishop


 (
Set up
Flowers
Cleaning
St Andrew’s:
2
nd 
Feb
n/a
Linda
n/a
9
th 
Feb
n/a
Louise
FanJenny
16
th 
Feb
n/a
Louise
n/a
20
th 
Jan
Jenny
Alex
Sue
St Mary’s:
February
Emma, Jane
) (
Revd Iain McColl
tel: 890693 email: 
mccoll.iain@gmail.com
Revd Kathy Bishop, Associate Priest
tel: 892288 email: 
revkathy@hotmail.co.uk
Mr Steven Wheeler, Licensed Lay Minister tel: 290396 email:
 
steven@juicyfruitsuk.com
)

 (
Churchwardens:
St 
Mary’s 
–  Ian Ashbridge (291344) St Andrew’s – Sebastian Bain
 
(403415)
Church Administrator: 
Caroline (Cazzy) Walshe,
7churches.seven@gmail.com,
 
01223 891443
Weston Colville Parish Clerk: 
Jess Ashbridge,
jess@agrarian.biz
West Wratting Parish Clerk: 
Jenny Richards,
j.richards597@btinternet.com
,
 01223 665260
Parish Nurse: 
Claire Gillett,
7churches.parishnurse@gmail.com
,
 07498 994205
Community Warden: 
Carol Poll,
carol.poll@ageukcap.org.uk
 
07436 102865
)Roman Catholic Mass
Every Saturday 5.30 pm, Sundays 10 am and noon, at St Philip Howard Church, Cherry Hinton. Every Saturday at
6.30 pm, Sundays 10 am, Haverhill (St Felix Roman Catholic Church)
 	DIARY	
February 2020
Sat 1	Saturday Morning Café, West Wratting Tue 4	Balsham Gardening Club
Wed 5	Weston Colville Film Club, ‘Some Like it Hot’ Thur 2	Community Hub, Balsham
 (
Black
 
bins:
Monday 10
th 
& 24
th
 
February,
Monday 9
th 
& 23
rd 
March
Blue
 
bins:
Monday 3
rd 
& 17
th 
February,
Monday 2
nd
, 16
th 
& 30
th 
March
Green
 
bins:
Monday 3
rd
 
February,
Monday 2
nd 
March
)Fri 7	First Friday Bridge, West Wratting
Sun 9	Weston Colville Oil Co-operative order deadline Tue 11	Weston Colville Seniors, Reading Room
Balsham WI
Wed 12 Crafty Morning Drop In, West Wratting West Wratting Book Club
 (
Mobile library: 
4
th 
February, 3
rd 
March
High Street,
 
West
 
Wratting
12.15 - 12.45 
pm 
Post Office,
 
Weston
 
Green
1.50 - 2.15 pm Mill Hill,
 
Weston
 Colville
2.20 - 2.50 pm
)Sat 15	‘Songs from the Movies’ concert, Balsham Fri 21	Tea & Cakes, Weston Colville Reading Room Sun 23	Sunday Roast Lunch, Weston Colville
Tue 25	Community Hub, Great Abington
Thur 27 West Wratting Lunch Club, The Chestnut Tree Fri 28	Mammoth Macmillan Quiz, Balsham

 (
Editor
: Anne Bragg (290550) or email:
editor@challengemag.co.uk
Thank you for all your articles, news, etc. If these are sent by email, they are always acknowledged; if you don’t get a 
reply, 
your items haven’t been received, so please resend. Some contributions may have to be edited, to fit the space available, and are published at the discretion of the editor.
March issue’s copy date
Thursday 20
th 
February
)March 2020
Fri 6	Pop-up Pub, Weston Colville Reading Room Sat 28	Weston Colville Circular Walk
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BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF
BEAUTY THERAPY & COSMETOLOGY
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Hi, I'm a local designer working with businesses of all sizes.
If you're looking to launch or improve your brand with some
fresh ideas and eye catching design, please get in touch!

LOGOS « BRANDING * PRINT DESIGN *« WEB

@cathycraskecreative cathycraske@gmail.com 07818 424778

cathycraskecrea: uk
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Vets4Pets

Fiutting your pet first

Vets4Pets Haverhill

Callus: 01440 711920
or visit: vets4pets.com/haverhill
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ESSENTIAL

GLAZING

REPLACEMENT GLAZING | UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS
COMPOSITE DOORS | GARAGE DOORS

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES NS

FOR A FREE QUOTATION RICHARD: 07876 637565
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Reiki & Crystal Healing
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CARPENTRYi

ALL CARPENTRY WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE QUOTES: MATT GRIGG-PETTITT 07807 968 661

FRIENDLY RELIABLE SERVICE | www.mgpcarpentry.co.uk
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Paul Nicholson Painting & Decorating

All Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken

01638 508227 18 Sheriffs Court

07890 118021 Burrough Green
Newmarket
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OKE WORK UNDERTAKEN
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Family history research

« Learn about your ancestofs' lives
« Find the truth behind a family myth
« Agreat gift for a spedial occasion

« Research tailored for you

Get in touch for a chat:
01223 290136 (Balsham)
enquiries@ellen-collier.co.uk

Lller, Collir

www.ellen-collier.co.uk
‘Associale AGRAmember
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Linton Complementary
Health Centre

2B Bartlow Road, Linton, CB21 4LY

«  Acupuncture
+ Shiatsu

+ Massage

+ Counselling

Telephone: 01223 891145
Email: enquiries@lintonhealth.co.uk




image34.jpeg
g stress free
at

07

o.uk
uk
CB21SHE




image35.jpeg
a

5.2
‘ ._s, c

¥-te
E 2
O O





